GOD 


IS BRAZILIAN 


THE POPE 


IS ARGENTINIAN 


A PLURALIST CHURCH 
IN MODERN TIMES 


GUSTAVO PAULA DOS SANTOS 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED TO ONTE 


EDITORIAL LTDA 


Publisher’s Cataloging-in-Publication data 

Santos, Gustavo Paula dos 

God is Brazilian but the Pope is Argentinian: a pluralist church in 
modern times. Sao Paulo: Fonte, 2016. 

ISBN 978-85-92509- 

I. TITTLE 

CDD 18th edition 


140 Barao de Itapetininga Street - Store 4 
01042-000 Sao Paulo - SP 


Phone: +55 11 3151-4252 
www.fonteeditorial.com.br 


e-mail: contato@fonteeditorial.com.br 


Cover and Preparation: Eduardo de Proencga 


© Fonte Editorial 


All rights reserved to FONTE EDITORIAL LTDA 


No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other 
electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission 
or the publisher (Law n° 9.610 de 19.2.1998) 


CONTEUDO 


PREPAGE ay seaitignini dndisianinioni hl Anal hi Al ahi Anat daaen 5 
INTRODUCTION fain atin cena nie Sehaideainceanad aneitiaavdnw 7 
PART | 


CHAPTER 1 - “ORDER AND PROGRESS” 
“INCHISIIMAGE AND LIKENESS?"s ceniaucideaneniinidiiaivndaauneie 1 
CHAPTER 2 - BRAZIL, IN THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD”15 


CHAPTER. $+ LETTER TO NIETZSCHE vas.cacncionidadinil cowie 17 
CHAPTER 4 LETTER TO: PLAT Once sittin aetdanerreuderians 19 
CHAPTER 5 - LETTER TO MAIMONIDES wu. ceceseseteeeeeteteereeesetetens 21 


CHAPTER 6 - THE POPE IS ARGENTINIAN, 


HOWEVER GOD IS BRAZILIAN o..cceccceceeeeeeeceteteeeeeeseeeeeeeseneteteneenenens 25 
CHAPTER 7 - MYSTICAL-ESCHATOLOGICAL RELIGION ............ 31 
CHAPTER 8 - ABOUT REINCARNATION... ccceeeeeteteeeeteteeeeeeees 33 


CHAPTER 9 - THE “RELIGION, FOOTBALL 
AND POLITICS” TABOO sigentiteie tel arin ie ena 35 


CHAPTER 10 - WHAT | THINK ABOUT RELIGION IN BRAZIL...37 
CHAPTER 11 - GOD IS BRAZILIAN AND THE POPE 


IS ARGENTINIAN SO... THE JEWS, WHO ARE THEY? ..... eee $9 
CHAPTER 12 - THE DESIRE FOR KNOWLEDGE... eee 43 
PART Il 

CHAPTER 13 - LET’S GET DOWN TO SERIOUS TALK?....... ee 47 
CHAPTER 14 - THE POP STARS’ KABBALAH .....ceeecsetettereetees 49 
CHAPTER 15.= THE-ZOHAR wiaAat sigs untinitiaesdie dicen ian: 51 


CHAPTER 16 - ATHEIST - THE GREATEST OF ALL CHRISTIANS..53 


CHAPTER 17 - CAREFUL NOT TO LOSE YOURSELF... eee 55 
CHAPTER 18 - THE IMPORTANCE OF RELIGION... eee 59 
CHAPTER 19 - “SNAPPING” PHILOSOPHY |... eececesteeeeeteeeeeeees 61 
CHAPTER 20 - DO YOU KNOW METATRON, THE ANGEL? ..... 63 
PART Ill 

CHAPTER 1- PENTECOSTAL OR NEO-PENTECOSTAL? ............ 67 
CHAPTER 2 - THE NORTH AMERICAN PENTECOSTAL MOVEMENT....... 73 
CHAPTER 3 - THE PENTECOSTALISM IN BRAZIL... eee 77 
CHAPTER 4 - NEOPENTECOSTALISM Qo cceeceseteeeeeeeteteereeenenees 83 
CHAPTER 5 - THE NEO-PENTECOSTAL MESSAGE... 85 
CHAPTER 6 = LITERARY MESSAGE .2.icttdecauinne du tiaiaaitnne 97 
CHAPTER 7 = TV MESSAGES wai. ccatnadidanie ceeieeannneiies 101 
CONCEUSIO Nevvera iia aati itecad an Maat de stare teeta ete 107 


REFERENCES viii: aneiataten nihl aia Aas Gnilaaddlininnacaien 109 


PREFACE 


No, it’s not self-help (nothing against it), it isn’t self-destruc- 
tion, it’s not meant to be literally interpreted either; full of meta- 
phors, ambiguous, polysemous and destructive. It’s you and me, 
it’s flesh, blood and bones; and a lot more bones than flesh, be- 
cause it’s not supposed to be eaten or gobbled, it’s supposed to be 
nibbled, - it is the chicken neck. It is for scholars, philosophers, 
non-philosophers; it’s for everyone and at the same time for no 
one. It is a coin as it has two sides, ambivalent, since it’s not be- 
yond evil and good, it’s liquid, it’s solid, because it’s got crying and 
blood, it’s solid, liquid and gas, because it’s a basement of enthusi- 
asm, it’s a lot and it’s nothing, it’s the matter and the form disem- 
bodied, it is my face being revealed, it’s my thesis, it’s my death, 
it’s my doctor’s, it’s “yes” to life, it’s for everyone and for no one. 


It’s the “Uno” that is lost and ripped apart, and at the same time, 
it’s the encounter with the universal uno, it’s for kings and queens, 
it’s not metaphysical, it’s not a puzzle, it’s the remaining piece of 
the existence in motion - it’s an alarm clock for life, full of hid- 
den colors, and a “yes” to the philosophers who already died. It’s 
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a compound of Aristotelian matter and form, it’s my complexity, 
it’s my schizophrenia, it’s my pre-concept, my desire to die and 
live, it’s my reality, it’s my life. It’s my envy, my ambition, for what 
I'll never be able to become, it’s the mirror pointing to myself and 
telling me that Iam a loser. It’s my philosophy, my self-interpre- 
tation about everything I have seen, lived and felt in life. In this 
book, you will find the madness that I love, because I know that 
by losing it, I will die. It is maybe my feeling revealing my self-ha- 
tred, it is the unveiling of what I am not, it is the victory pointing 
out and telling me that I am loser, the most successful one and 
the one revealing my destiny. It’s my moving, even knowing that 
life is stronger, it’s my fear of dreaming and believing that it is 
the dream itself that gets me going, it’s my nihill, my delusion. In 
other words, here is also my hope, my belief in a lacerated Uno, 
because it was lost and it still hasn’t been found. And this spirit is 
alive, hoping to reveal its real value. 


Finally, in this book you will meet with me and I, with you, we 
will talk, you will feel my tears, my laughter, my half truths, you 
will find what Iam not, but you may as well find what you are. 


Gustavo PAULA Dos SANTOS, 


UBERLANDIA - Mc 2011 
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INTRODUCTION 


The present book has the main purpose of expressing mostly a 
unique and diverse literature, in a way that may produce aston- 
ishment, laughter and fear. 


With the touch of a divine and mysterious flavor, or in Otto’s 
words, a numinous flavor, the misterium tremendum.' The Pope is 
God’s representative on Earth, the greatest ecclesiastical author- 
ity to whose orders, all his followers submit. In the literal sense, 
he is the one who has the final word. (...) readings of Tarot of Mar- 
seilles, there’s probably a mystery behind such mysterious and 
difficult-to-interpret cards. 


As it seems hidden to us, and indeed it is, in some parts of this 
book, the reader will “exercise” several of his fields of knowledge, 
and of course, only as an “appetizer”. This may cause him to ques- 
tion and seek for trails in the journey of knowledge and the de- 
lightful nourishment that is to acquire the habit of “reading to 
live”. If he is a leader, it is only on Tarot cards. He doesn’t repre- 


* Rudolf Otto, The sacred and the Profane 
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sent me, obviously with all due respect, because he represents the 
Catholic Apostolic Church from Rome. 


I can’t be blamed for being born in Brazil. I am lucky, yes, for 
I was born in a nation that has its own history, which has to be 
respected. For that reason, this nation is the most desired by all, 
the nation which God chose as MAKOM - his mansion (dwell- 
ing-place), the proof is the beauty, the love, the hatred, the cor- 
ruptions, the crimes, the rapes. This is the greatest proof of God’s 
mercy, his eyes over the fearless and “incurable (ok?)” wolves that 
wait for their victim on every corner. A beautiful and rich Brazil, 
and at the same time, horrible. When it comes to beauty and soc- 
cer: just as Neymar is to Messi, the Brazilian God is to Argentina. 


When I was an eight-year-old kid, I held a cross in excitement 
as I watched the Copa Libertadores? final in front of the TV. It was 
Boca Juniors x Sao Paulo, penalty shootout. There was even an 
idol of mine there: Zetti, the goalkeeper, as well as Palhinha, Rai, 
Muller. That was real soccer. 


Today there are no heroes except for in our imagination. Por isso 
devir.. is a myth and a hero, Nietzsche’s idol, a kid at the act and 
state of power, ligado ou nous, intelecto agente, which is the “Ein 
Sof”, or aperion, Aeon, ether, Quintessence, the first substance, 
the first engine, whose features are the ones of a better world. Not 
an earthly world, whose tears of pain scream at the silence of an 
anguished soul. 


? Translator’s notes: annual club football competition in Latin America 
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PART | 


CHAPTER 1 


“ORDER AND PROGRESS” 
“IN HIS IMAGE AND LIKENESS”” 


The colors of the Brazilian flag tell us alot. Don’t they? But about 
the emblem “order and progress” - words that were taken from 
Augusto Comte’s positivism in the XIX Century - I would like to 
voice my opinion that this emblem be replaced by “In his image 
and likeness”. I leave here my prophetic statement. Now let me 
explain not only the meaning of the colors, green, yellow, blue 
and white. Even the name “Brasil” comes from “Pau-Brasil”! and 
is full of meanings that are even older than the name of the tree. 
“Indeed, one of the many mythological islands spread over the 
gloomy sea was called “Ha Brazil”,? the land of blessings. Brasil 
comes from the Celtic word “Bress”, original from English “bless”.? 
Therefore, if you didn’t know it, now have in mind that the name 


1 Translator’s notes: a species of timber tree found in abundance by early 
Portuguese explorers on the Brazilian coast. 


2 Translator’s notes: There’s Brazil 


3 Eduardo Bueno: Brasil, Terra a Vista 
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Brasil was born not only from millions of trees that were cut 
down, but also from a blessed island. 


Since not all are perfect, we must be grateful to the discoverers 
for giving us a blessed name as a present. You are fortunate be- 
cause you were born in acountry that was destined to be blessed. 
I'll go deeper into this matter: order and progress is the emblem 
that is written as a precept for a march, which is Augusto Comte’s 
concept. I would like to propose to the great legislators the follow- 
ing idea: why don’t we become utopian and insert this emblem: 
“In the image and likeness of God”. This is wonderful, but unfor- 
tunately many don’t know yet. However, I leave here my testimo- 
ny of hope for a country with more respect, responsibility, since 
problems are meant to be overcome. We need to rebuild our im- 
age through the “Hope” - because if God is Brazilian, let the hon- 
oring of our country get started; we should never lose our hope. 


I want to explain the term “image” - which in Greek is “eidos” 
- idea. Therefore it was already in God’s idea this Aristotelian con- 
cept: “Sinolo” - that is compounded by matter and form. “Hyle” is 
the matter of the tree - wood - and “morphé” form in the category 
that is its meaning “to bless”. 


1.1 CLOWNS 


We need more Patati Patata’s* in our society. Day after day we 
see and hear news that only embarrasses us, information that is 
not very hopeful. We are getting more and more bombarded by 
so much bad news (like crimes and corruption) and this way we 
forget about the silver lining which is being happy. WE ALL HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO BE HAPPY, and indeed we are what our sens- 
es capture. So it becomes necessary to get used to making new 


* Translator’s notes: a popular pair of clown characters that performed for 
Brazilian children in the late 2000s. 
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choices, aiming our happiness. It is up to us to choose the path 
that brings us brightness and beauty of life so that we can be light 
in the darkness. 


That’s why I say that we need more “Patati Patata” in order to 
cheer up and admit that we are eternal kids. Then we would un- 
derstand that laughter truly is the best medicine for our souls, 
so we wouldn't take life so seriously. We would harvest our dai- 
ly seed and live each day as if it was the last - because after all, 
who knows what will become of us tomorrow? We know noth- 
ing! Only God knows, isn’t it right? That’s why we should find out 
the true happiness that lies within us. By doing so, we will be the 
source of contagious joy wherever we are. To make it possible we 
don’t need clown’s costumes like the young magician Reinaldo 
Faria “Rinaldi” who, along with his circus group Patati Patata, de- 
liver plenty of joy to so many grown-ups and children. Their role 
becomes the pleasure of taking joy to many. For sure their great- 
est source of inspiration is LOVE, especially for what they do, be- 
cause by bringing joy to others, they get much more in return. 


I confess that I really admire clowns, because they feel and 
know that life is a lot more than what they say out there. The best 
example that life is BEAUTIFUL are the clowns. So here I state my 
gratitude for all the “patati patatas” of our country. 
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CHAPTER 2 


“BRAZIL, IN THE IMAGE AND 
LIKENESS OF GOD” 


On our flag it is written the following: “Order and progress”. For 
those who don’t know, this was influenced by Augusto Comte’s 
positivism in the 19th century. He was an enthusiastic and rev- 
olutionary thinker in the field of positivist education. Where is 
the order? Where is the progress? Without education, without 
sacrifice and honesty with ourselves, we can’t honor our country 
through legislative laws, divine laws? I don’t want to be radical 
but I agree with Albert Einstein when he said: God doesn’t play 
dice with the universe”. 


Therefore, God is Brazilian but he is not corrupt. Even accept- 
ing all the wickedness, corruption and so much violence from 
several sources, he must have a lot of compassion as he sees that 
his country is in a chaotic situation. That’s right, by only reading 
a few good books, you will realize how badly our country needs 
good people who honor their homeland. A homeland that is en- 
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vied by many, that’s right! I have no doubt about it, our country is 
beautiful, it has everything that it needs to be what’s written in 
the first holy book “in the image and likeness of God”. 


By the way, why don’t we switch the current saying on the flag 
for: “Brazil, in the image and likeness of God.” Wonderful, isn’t it? 
It’s just an utopian remark so we won't lose our hope and so that 
we can believe that together we are stronger and we have a lot of 
potential for growth in several scientific fields. Young talents are 
continuously coming up, experts in games, technology, internet 
taking over... Are we getting left behind? No, we aren't, because I 
have no doubt that this country will be a lot more honored than 
it already is. 
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CHAPTER 3 


LETTER TO NIETZSCHE 


Dear Nietzsche; about death, I don’t dare speculate, so I don’t 
know where you are, whether in Hades, in Tartarus or Sheol, but 
I would like to bring some not very satisfying news. First, God is 
not dead, he just came to live in Brazil. The second piece of news 
which is also sad is that Superman has been killed; that’s right, 
they killed him, because they were not ready to receive a hero. 


So when you reincarnate (whether as dog, a beast or a lion), 
bring in your hands the power of the gods, bring Superman back, 
come and live in Brazil in the city of Uberlandia. That’s right, tell 
him that I’ll introduce President Dilma to him, whatever. Tell him 
that Pastor Edir Macedo wants him to play a role in the soap opera 
King David, or in the next ones that are yet to come, maybe the 
Apocalypse of Abraham. I don’t know... but try to convince him 
somehow, just don’t lie, EVER, because a liar is a miserable man 
who’s stuck in his corporal tent. That’s right, my friend. 
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I will be grateful for your attention and I’ll be happy to hear 
from Zarathustra if you have any news about him. If it’s possi- 
ble, could you ask Zarathustra where the “Messiah” is? There are 
many people waiting for him here on Earth, the savior. Even the 
Indians in the North of Brazil are not crying for rain anymore, but 
rather for the prophet’s coming, thus spoke Zarathustra. 


The end of times has come, dear Nietzsche, not according to my 
own time but to the Eternal in his very essence, that the cruci- 
fied Superman will come again in flesh to fulfill what the proph- 
ets have spoken. The Christ, who made himself flesh and surren- 
dered to his destiny and mission of incarnating himself to the 
Eternal Word. That’s right, dear, the incarnate Word, the last one 
of the just is back, with the eternal innate hope that controls and 
vibrates his musical notes inserted in his spirit. 


It is like a “distention anima”, extension of the soul, the eter- 
nal time is the time that through my spirit and memory from 
the past becomes present. With my expectation about the future 
and anticipation for imagination, the potter’s wheel never stops. 
However, time as a certain duration is what we can measure by 
its beginning, middle and end, in comparison, I mean, of the du- 
ration between time and space. 


My dear friend, not even you are dead, because I see your writ- 
ings turning into flesh in many of those who are brave. And about 
eternity, with its relation with the eternal return, I don’t under- 
stand them except as shadows of eternity [...] 
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CHAPTER 4 


LETTER TO PLATO 


Dear Plato, all of us in Brazil know that you are not dead; after 
all, how could an immortal die, right? Therefore, listen to me, my 
master, you can stay in the cave, but we need an ideal representa- 
tive here in the Federative Republic of Brazil. Yes, a representative 
that will defend the homosexuals’ rights; you would be the ideal 
model and the most experienced representative here in Brazil. So, 
listen: COME OUT OF THE CLOSEEEET!!! What? You didn’t un- 
derstand? Oh right, sorry, it’s just that my Greek is not that good, 
but coming out of the closet is in the allegorical and metaphorical 
sense, just the way you liked. It’s the cave itself where you are, so 
we are hoping that you are the ideal gay in a human personifica- 
tion. Ohhhh. How I miss those broad shoulders 
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CHAPTER 5 


LETTER TO MAIMONIDES 


win Sh’lom Moshe Maimonides. I am quite disappointed with 
some of your writings, did you know that? First, answer this 
question of mine: your main thesis is the following: G-d as a be- 
ing who does not possess a body might be an anthropomorphism, 
right? With all due respect, master, how can your writings take 
such responsibility and leave us a prophetical burden which is 
impossible to submit to? Are your writings by any chance more 
sacred than the Eternal scriptures themselves? The Messiah that 
you indoctrinated left theological traces for all religious philoso- 
phy within Judaism, I consider your writings not a master but a 
prophet, I don’t get comforted by some of your radical proposi- 
tions. If G-d is bodiless, the Messiah who is G-d himself, must not 
possess a material body, correct? 


Through your writings, I see several philosophers, especial- 
ly Aristotle, who became the cause and the effect of everything 
that we have nowadays in the history of religion, war, disputes 
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for power, among many others that I don’t want to mention, but 
to be smarter than Solomon? Must be a Jew not by spirit but by 
flesh? I understand, I just remembered what you warned us, in 
this case, I, the reader, not to interpret you with prejudice. About 
that, ladmit, you are right. And of course Iam not going to ignore 
which linguistic signs you, master, wanted to register in a clear 
way to posterity. Of course that your position has pure reason as 
the greatest value among all the others. 


Your son preferred mysticism at the pure reason, or agent in- 
tellect. That is the cause of the possible knowledgeability and the 
union of the passive intellect in action as the potential and intel- 
lectual ability to understand the deep mysteries of the Jewish re- 
ligion. 


I don’t know why I study your writings and not Thomas Aqui- 
nas’. Should there be an eternal reason as a cause to this inspira- 
tion of mine? Or could it be because I am intrigued by that white 
sheet that many like you, master, put over the head? In New York, 
most of the yellow cabs’ drivers use the same style. It’s so ignorant 
of me, I still don’t know the reason for this clothing. 


I confess that if my sensitive experience witnessed your pres- 
ence, you'll have all my respect and I would have the opportunity 
to make three inquiries, wouldn't I? Because I know very well that 
your honor wouldn’t deny three sincere answers to a humble dis- 
ciple guided by the perplexity (...) Iconfess that I don’t dare go be- 
yond the mysteries of Theology, therefore I do hear your wise ad- 
vice but some of your ideas are contradictory. Anyway, here you 
are the three questions. First: thy Master, with all divine wisdom, 
didn’t feel attracted to believe in Jesus Christ as the true Messiah? 
Second: in a very subtle way you say that the only reason why the 
Christian doctrine and Judaism are different is the trinity, right? 
Third and last question: wouldn’t the Jewish Messiah be a proto- 
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type of the Messiah to whom Zarathustra refers to? Well, I will 
make my own present words be yours through this dialectical 
method. 


I, Maimonides, wouldn’t ignore Christ as the Messiah. I would 
just be embarrassed that my ancestors were the cause of the evil 
whose envy was bigger than the belief in good. I know that cabba- 
laitself explains in a simple way the trinity not as a world of three 
gods but as an only G-d that reveals himself in a tridimensional 
way in its form and substance. 


I confess the eschatological issue that is present in all gener- 
ations that are subject to corruption and degeneration but the 
“primordial man” doctrine is unique and unshakable. It could 
be that there are several attributes that constitute its essence as 
divine and unique but Judaism is worth the glory for significant 
religious persecutions. 


Therefore, I, Maimonides, don’t consider Zarathustra a prophet 
beyond all that my experience enables my intellect to know be- 
yond the bodily things. Therefore, mysticism has cause many ex- 
istential discomforts to the religion. 


I confess to you, master Moshe Maimonides, that the sad reality 
is that if men fight for space and land, and kill for an incompre- 
hensible faith, because if the political cause and materials are so 
precious, let alone the ones that are immanent to immortality. I 
consider all men who were endowed with religion as the image of 
G-d but they ignore or hide their longing for a better and perfect 
world. So great is their walk in life and their struggle for subsis- 
tence that they at least remember what is in control of everything 
that is, was and will be. Well, that will be all for now, Master Rabbi 
Moshe Maimonides. 
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Thank you for leaving a great legacy for those who seek to un- 
derstand the holy scriptures beyond what’s considered law itself, 
but rather as a divine body that does not possess a body in the 
revelations of the very being itself. In other words: the “G-d” that 
Aristotle affirmed in his philosophy, as Prime Mover or Unmoved 
Mover. 
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CHAPTER 6 


THE POPE IS ARGENTINIAN, 
HOWEVER GOD IS BRAZILIAN 


The title of this book “God is Brazilian” and the “Pope is Ar- 
gentinian” does have its substratum of sarcasm in it. The great 
majority of people have heard the famous saying: God is Brazil- 
ian”. In any social circle or in a bar celebrating with friends, right? 
It’s been written for you and me, average Brazilians who can be 
distinguished according to the experiences we lived and our mul- 
tiple stories. Simplicity is something contagious, and from these 
simple hearts, came some popular sayings throughout the histo- 
ry. That means that time would be the confirmation of a prophe- 
cy. That’s what I believe, how about you? It’s a fact that there are 
moments in our lives when we are happy, sad, depressed or neu- 
tral in our worlds. 


Here in this book you will notice examples of word play, 
through which I initially intend to bring up my arguments with 
a critical tone. The aim, though, is that the reader will have his 
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interest aroused after a few chapters, that I can leave here my 
experience with life and studies. You will have both sides of the 
coin, I mean, since this is about religion, it’s hard to find every- 
thing comic. Speaking about religion, therefore speaking about 
God and his teachings, is something that has to be taken serious- 
ly. Specially a religious leader whose emotional influence attracts 
more and more followers. I respect religion but I know when I can 
be ironic and I have to disagree with many things. Not because I 
want to embalm the hope of a fanatic, or the hope of many other 
people, but rather somehow arouse new horizons, broaden and 
encourage hope. However, all of this without causing losses on 
naive and dangerous paths, by having an argumentative attitude 


You are not alone on this journey, dear reader, and as much as 
everything may seem lost, don’t forget that God is Brazilian and 
the Pope is Argentinian. I invite you to join my madness which 
is utopian, mystic and cabalistic (that’s right!) Don’t be scared 
about the potential of our intellectual faculties of communicat- 
ing with each other. This virtue is only for a few, that teaches us 
alot through few words by the oracle of Delphi “Know thyself”. 


The hope is in the strength of an Eternal Being, God, in such a 
way that we are left in great darkness as we see that the greatest 
problem of humanity in all fields of knowledge, I would say that 
it is the mystical religion. Later on, science, as the philosophy of 
nature, great and outstanding classics of Philosophy like Aristo- 
tle. He built the foundation, the basis from where great currents 
and religious doctrines would arise in the XII Century. He had a 
remarkable influence on the greatest scholars of the monotheist 
religion, like: Maimonides to Judaism, Averrois and Avincena to 
Islam and St. Thomas Aquinas who is the very father of church 
and the great builder of the Christian doctrine and religion. 
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Nowadays it seems strange to speak about eschatology (doc- 
trine of last things), It’s a topic that tend to frighten people and 
about which many great scholars have spoken. When we study 
it correctly, we can, while there’s still time, turn our attention to 
the creator. The only way to make a paradise out of this world is 
through my deeds, therefore, the deeds of many in the humanity. 
The time that “was”, “is” and “will be” is a message from “parou- 
sia” - the hope that can be anticipated. Therefore, an act of kind- 
ness of yours has a great effect on the divine realm, that it’s not a 
God who controls and provides everything in his own terms and 


at his own timing. 


We have to turn our eyes to the “second coming of Christ” not 
anymore as a long-term thing and future. We should turn our 
mind to this fact that causes great expectations in Christianity. 
We don’t know what this event will be like, but by intuition we 
can indeed “tremble” in despair for something unique that con- 
stitutes the base of the three greatest religions. 


We will see that there are several interpretations, but as for 
you, reader and friend, may the grace of God light up your heart 
so that you will receive the wisdom of the divine grace. This way 
you won't lose yourself along the way and you won't lose your 
hope either. I agree with St. Augustine’s words when he said: “I 
believe in order to understand”. 


6.1 THE THREE MONOTHEIST RELIGIONS: CHRISTI- 
ANITY, JUDAISM AND ISLAM 


For each one of these religions there’s a time, a calendar. There- 
fore, Judaism has Saturday as the holy day and in Islam, Friday 
is the holy day. Taking in consideration those three great mono- 
theist religions, when it comes to the eschatological issue, it’s 
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not possible to come to an agreement, given the arrogance that is 
present in each facet. 


One of the greatest Christian writers, C. S. Lewis, was a remark- 
able atheist for the most part of his life. He then surrenders to 
Jesus Christ, even knowing all and so many other religions. As he 
was taken by the grace and a great joy, he surrendered to the di- 
vine mysteries when he affirmed that he couldn’t understand the 
concept of trinity of God. Still, it was through this experience that 
he became one of the greatest Christian thinkers in the modern 
days. He was the author of great literary pieces like “The chroni- 
cles of Narnia” (excellent movie) and “Mere Christianity”. 


Whoever is interested in not such literary writings but rather 
some scientific arguments about Christianity should read this 
classic. 


Christianity indeed is for the humble people, the poor in spirit, 
to whom God reveals himself. He doesn’t reveal himself in reli- 
gious systems whose tradition was imposed by tyranny, causing 
wars, persecutions etc. 


Pay attention to what I’lltell you. Some days ago I took my phone 
and called a certain member of a “Neo-Pentecostal” church and 
I asked him the following question: what’s necessary in order to 
become a religious leader in “your” church? With sincere words, 
he said that to become a leader it didn’t take any knowledge or ed- 
ucation in Theology. Just think about his philosophy... For them 
the fellowship with the “Holy Spirit” was enough, no knowledge 
of Theology was required. I felt insulted for all my years of work 
and theological walk were worth nothing for churches. 


One thing I can say: we cannot comprehend the mysteries of 
God and the way he acts. However it is by studying that we devel- 
op a critical thinking which is inherent to the process of getting 
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to know God. At these churches it is not relevant if a leader has his 
gift, he must engage himself into knowing God and this takes an 
earnest effort. God reveals himself to the ones who seek him not 
only by playing and fasting, but by studying with an open mind, 
with no fear of philosophy. God reveals himself to those who ac- 
cept the Christian life with the Christian God and not only with 
the miracles that he operates. 


Nothing against the people who attend those temples and fol- 
low those leaders but I just suggest you be careful not to change 
God for some other price. My advice: God provided you with a 
mind full of potential which is able to discern what’s true and 
what’s false. Don’t play with these leaderships that can benefit 
in a sly manner with eloquence and other ways to keep you hap- 
py on Earth but in tears wherever it will be. Don’t you ever take 
knowledge and faith growth for granted, because rationality is 
God himself. Denying rationality for fear or for ignorance is like 
walking towards unsafe destinations where religion is used as a 
form of business. Those leaders are very brave and I leave here 
again Einstein’s great saying: “God doesn’t play dice with the uni- 
verse”. 
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CHAPTER 7 


MYSTICAL-ESCHATOLOGICAL 
RELIGION 


This doctrine of the last things is not new in Christianity. Its 
origin was mentioned by Plato, one of the greatest philosophers 
of Ancient Greece. He greatly valued the mystical-eschatologi- 
cal religion in his studies. He was influenced by the Pythagore- 
an doctrine and by Orphism. The conceptual idea of eschatology 
is present in a number of religions, prophet Zarathustra already 
predicted the coming of a “Messiah”. 


In Philosophy the doctrine of transmigration of souls is treated 
as the most significant source by Plato. In one of his dialogs, he 
discusses the immortality of the soul, among other concepts that 
are typical of his philosophy like, for example, the theory of rem- 
iniscence or 


metempsychosis and his stance on the destiny of souls. Math 
was the science that could be a mystical and religious source (...) 
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CHAPTER 8 


ABOUT REINCARNATION 


In the previous chapter we discussed the Pythagoreans. The 
souls of the men who died due to their contempt for the supreme 
things and who lived a quite substandard life could even reincar- 
nate as animals. Pythagoras noticed the soul of a friend who once 
knew him as he saw a dog that was being spanked and he recog- 
nized him in the animal. 


The main doctrine in Judaism is reincarnation: there’s no other 
way out unless the “Messiah” comes. Jesus came for a first time, 
therefore here it’s about his second coming and the consumma- 
tion of his earthly kingdom, his judgement. This is how the mes- 
sianic area will start and this is a fact for every Jew. 


According to some scholars, the coming of the Messiah would 
take place in the sixth millennium. However humankind, for its 
merits of kindness and obedience to the laws of God, could an- 
ticipate his coming quickly. For some people, we already are in 
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the messianic era since every generation has some “tzadik”, “just” 
who have a great potential to be the Messiah. According to Mai- 
monides, he will be legitimated as the true Messiah by the hu- 
mankind’s acknowledgment, his wisdom and other criteria that 
will have to be met. One of the challenges is even the reconstruc- 
tion of the third temple, however if this candidate dies before it, 
he can’t be the Messiah. Therefore, the humankind was not wor- 
thy of such just man. 
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CHAPTER 9 


THE “RELIGION, FOOTBALL AND 
POLITICS” TABOO ! 


It is very hard indeed to discuss soccer, religion and politics but 
since some say that this shouldn't be discussed, I am not writ- 
ing to discuss my statements with anybody. I just want to express 
my right to fulfill a dream!!! OHHHH, publish my book. Yay!!! The 
potter’s wheel keeps spinning for all of us and when it comes it’s 
meant to make us tap-dance and act. 


1 Translator’s note: It’s widely said in Brazil that religion, football and 
politics shouldn’t be discussed as they are very controversial and personal 
topics. 
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CHAPTER 10 


WHAT | THINK ABOUT RELIGION 
IN BRAZIL 


If anyone asks me if I believe in God, first of all, I'll simply an- 
swer that I’ve already been a pretty obsessed fan of his (not to say 
pretty stupid), an atheist (literally naive), but today I confess that 
I don’t believe in God. You must be saying: “How come?” That’s 
right, I don’t believe. I know him and I say it in agreement with 
what Carl Gustav Jung would answer when questioned whether 
he believed in God: no, but I know him. 


That’s wonderful but it doesn’t mean knowing (...). However, 
this is a personal experience that one has as a result of effort and 
studying. It takes dedication in things that for capitalism are 
meaningless like, for example, attending good classes in school of 
Theology, attending good Philosophy classes, truly knowing the 
history of church and all the heresies inserted in this context. For 
that purpose, a lot of time, readings and effort are expected. It is 
the desire to be able, the desire to learn, to make self-sacrifices in 
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pursuit of a true experience with the Eternal, in order to become 
one of his members. 


There’s a danger on this path of studying religious issues and 
Philosophy. This desire is beyond us because we are born to work, 
make money, have several girlfriends, have the best body, be the 
most popular party character. However, I speak from my own ex- 
perience, that I’ve never enjoyed studying, and studying is really 
quite dull, especially Philosophy. This has always been something 
for crazy people, but trust me, itis not! Itis hard, I confess, it is for 
few, but the worth of the prize that one wins remains in the mys- 
tery, it lies in the humankind history, it is eternal. 


Going back to the topic of evangelical churches, I believe that 
our heavenly father must be very sad about what has been done, 
the way that his name has been used, as he sees unqualified lead- 
ers, literally speaking. I have nothing against the money that is 
offered but I don’t believe that this is indeed the God I know. The 
best thing to do is to read C. S. Lewis’ book - Mere Christianity. 
Unfortunately, the actual situation of the church, or company, is 
the same as in all social sectors: competition. This is however one 
of the paths that church has taken, which has a dangerous side, 
not even to mention the gospel concerts that cost high prices and 
so forth. 


I don’t intend to mess with what has been already established, 
but I won’t let ignorance overcome my experience and the knowl- 
edge that I have acquired through a lot of effort and daily dedica- 
tion with studying and researching. This is good but it’s better to 
be wise than ignorant, even knowing that what one sees with an 
open mind is chaos and diseases. I respect all religions, everybody 
who follow them, I know they are there because they love to serve 
God. Ijust can’t submit myself to the system, to be honest, I prefer 
to “laugh out loud backstage”. 
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CHAPTER 11 


GOD IS BRAZILIAN AND THE 
POPE IS ARGENTINIAN SO... 


THE JEWS, WHO ARE THEY? 


That’s a tricky question!!! For some people, the Jews were the 
ones who, due to their envy, crucified Christ for saying: “I am the 
Messiah”. For others, they are the people who believe in the torah 
and I heard that many consider the New Testament writings sim- 
ilar to Paulo Coelho’s writings. 


For me, they are believers who have my respect, even though 
there is a lot of divergence among them. Hypocrites, I don’t know 
why they have my admiration, maybe because there are still some 
whose hope is great, and this is of an extreme relevance, by the 
way. They are the ones who pray three times a day for the coming 
of a Messiah, they don’t believe in Jesus (at least for now). At the 
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extreme side, there are a few who wear some stylish clothes; oth- 
ers, more moderate, are the people who take a unique religious 
lifestyle which is easy to identify. 


To be honest, I’ve never met any Jew in person, but I know a 
little about their belief which is very interesting and has a lot of 
history to tell. They were victims of the holocaust, but since no- 
body is perfect after all, I say it again that I havea lot to learn with 
them, including Hebrew. 


I haven’t been to the Holy Land of Jerusalem but from where I 
can see, there’s nothing too holy there, right? A lot of fights, wars, 
terrorism, suffering, so many conflicts and deaths in the name of 
God. I wonder if they don’t know that God is Brazilian. Or maybe 
couldn’t the Pope be God’s representative since he asks so badly 
for a peace that never comes? Why is that? 


Going straight to what I want to say about the Jews and their 
faith, their doctrinal fundaments (not only based on the written 
laws, but also the oral, mystic and cabalistic laws), itis essential to 
say that one of the greatest philosophers with the most influence 
in Judaism is Maimonides. What St. Thomas Aquinas represents 
for Catholicism, Maimonides does for the XII Century Judaism. I 
would say that his writings are prophetic and if you read them, 
you can easily feel the pain that is present in them. But one can 
notice also the living hope on which he grounds the coming of a 
Messiah, David’s descendent, wiser than Solomon, son of Jewish 
mother and father, a great leader who willinspire all Jews to come 
back to the Holy Land. The third temple will be reconstructed and 
therefore, the dead will rise again. Nobody knows what this fa- 
miliar messianic area will look like, but some affirm that we are 
already living it. 


This should be taken seriously, considering the three main 
monotheist religions, Christianity has the hope of Christ’s com- 
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ing, his return, and he will come to reign. The Jews believe in a 
Messiah with the previous characteristics and those who are 
known as Muslims believe also in this leader who was described 
by Muhammad in the Quran. So, what will he be like after all? Go- 
ing further, we also have Armageddon, we have several eschato- 
logical theories and about this subject (very relevant one, in my 
opinion), I say that there’s a problem that is simple to be solved 
but religion can’t be argued about, right? But while there’s life, 
there’s hope, correct? 
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CHAPTER 12 


THE DESIRE FOR KNOWLEDGE 


If anyone asks me for reading suggestions, I would recommend 
the Jerusalem Bible. Don’t get caught in those religious marketing 
skims that use several Bibles as self-help, this is not true, because 
the Bible is only one and it’s very difficult to be interpreted. Do 
you want to start reading books that are simpler like actual self- 
help books that feed your soul? There are many and I sincerely 
tell you that if you still haven’t developed the reading habit or you 
don’t enjoy it, pick a book by the Brazilian author Augusto Cury. 
Don’t read out of pressure but for pleasure, read what you're in- 
terested in and this will be a great start into a path of learning 
and mind-opening. This is what reading does: it takes our soul to 
unknown places. 


Don’t believe everything you hear out there, you have an intel- 
ligence that can grow more and more, helping your life and your 
choices. This way, you'll be training your mind and at the right 
moment, you you'll feel more used to the reading. You can never 
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know too much, in other words, you can never overdevelop your 
knowledge, you will always benefit from learning to read news- 
papers and magazines with criticism. Don’t ruin your brain be- 
cause only your brain can save you from the deceiving bonds by 
which we are surrounded and by which we are indeed deceived 
all the time. 
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PART Il 


CHAPTER 13 


LET’S GET DOWN TO 
SERIOUS TALK? 


Religion is something for grown-ups and the responsible ones. 
In order to acquire some solid knowledge, it’s necessary to put 
aside several prejudices. One has to forget what is known and 
start accepting the learning process. It is necessary to walk into a 
long studying path that many prefer to give up. There are several 
different kinds of pain along the intellectual learning process and 
they are associated with a lot of learning throughout the journey 
in pursuit of new ideas. 


Overcoming traditions is for a minority, but since everything 
in life requires our sacrifice, studying two hours a day is not too 
much, is it? If you can set aside at least 15 minutes a day and learn 
a new language, it will be very rewarding when you realize that 
you were able to develop your learning potential. This way, you 
will grow more and more your desire to search for answers to the 
questions that you most likely won't find anywhere else. However, 
it will be up to you, you do have the means, you just have to want. 
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CHAPTER 14 


THE POP STARS’ KABBALAH 


Kabbalah nowadays is what some scholars said that could hap- 
pen to something that has a high value but is not taken seriously. 
Many think that studying Kabbalah is something that turned into 
arecent fashion and that there’s nothing religious about it. This is 
what they told mein a school and later I ended up finding out that 
Kabbalah is actually very serious, it is of an extreme depth and 
it consists of meaningful symbols and a deep religious language. 
They told me that there’s nothing religious about it and that you 
can find out some basic mechanisms for beginners in any ordi- 
nary course. However, this takes intense spirituality and it is in 
the holy book of the Jews, in the comments of the book of Genesis, 
chapter 1, verse 1. 


Therefore many are in search of this knowledge in a quite naive 
way. There obviously are leaders who teach with responsibility 
this powerful tool that is so important for the spiritual life. These 
are crucial studies in Judaism and they are directly connected 


Gustavo PAULA Dos SANTOS = 49 


to Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai’s Zohar which are comments on the 
Pentateuch (the five books written by Moses). 


So if you are studying the Kabballah, I encourage you to contin- 
ue but have in mind that you'll be dealing with serious issues and 
not with something that will turn you into a pop star genius or 
a mystic geek. It simply requires a lot of studying which is very 
relevant but is present within the mystic writings of Judaism. 
Therefore it is not just Astrology, it is much more. Be demanding 
and pick respectable courses, be aware that the ones that deny the 
fact that it is related to religion are either wrong or they are de- 
ceiving others hoping to make some extra money. 
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CHAPTER 15 


THE ZOHAR 


The Zohar writings are very important nowadays. Here we have 
concepts that I have studied about eschatology under the Jewish 
conception which are very important and are part of the heri- 
tage that was promised to the coming Messiah. It is scientifically 
adopted with original texts and I would like to make a reference 
here to an outstanding critic who has helped me in my master’s 
studies and he says: the Messiah receives a special emanation 
from Sefirah malkhut (royalty), the last Sefiroth. According to the 
Zohar, the Messiah dwells in the Garden of Eden in a special pal- 
ace called Ken Tsipor (the bird nest) and he will be revealed for the 
first time at the Upper Galilee. Some believed that the soul of the 
Messiah hadn't suffered a transmigration, but rather that it was 
a “new” soul. Others claimed that it was the soul of Adam, which 
in Hebrew is spelled with the letters alef, dalet, mem and these 
letters would refer to Adam, David and Messiah. 


Gustavo PAuLa Dos SANTOS = 51 


Paulin Romans 5:17 says that Adam, the first man, corresponds 
to Jesus, the last man. This would be a way to summarize this 
broad subject, which indeed is very relevant to those who seek to 
know better the eschatological doctrines in Judaism along with 
the Kabbalah, about resurrection and the end of the world. The 
Kabbalah leaves no reason for doubt when it comes to the phys- 
ical resurrection of the dead, which will occur at the end of the 
days of redemption “in the great Judgement Day”. 


Here I won't go deep into these matters because the purpose is 
to present arguments without any scientific complexity, the idea 
is to demonstrate that there are no doubts for the Jewish cabalists 
about the resurrection of the dead. I believe that my dear read- 
er must understand that the Jewish Kabbalah is a very serious 
study and also that if a course on Kabbalah is not oriented to reli- 
gion, then the Kabbalah becomes useful only to Astrology, to the 
months of the Jewish calendar etc. There are many more facts to 
it then it seems. 
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CHAPTER 16 


ATHEIST - THE GREATEST OF 
ALL CHRISTIANS 


Doubt is one of the greatest tools from which a man can benefit 
in his life. It is part of ourselves and it is necessary in order for us 
to subsist with the world, with our neighbor and with ourselves. 
The problem is not doubt itself or criticism itself, the problem is 
what we do with it. 


The problem is that we forget about our responsibility facing a 
sick and lost world. The problem is that we don’t stop to realize 
that we are “guilty” and victims of this world - it is a fact, though: 
we are too complex in our humanity. Some are more similar to 
donkeys than to humans. Life or reality itself is the greatest of all 
experiences that the human being can have, not only the tran- 
scendent experience. Unfortunately life is becoming too banal, 
because the individual is completely lost, anxious and growing 
more and more distressed, transforming his existential problems 
into monsters that have to be faced. 
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The problem of the atheist is not his lack of faith but rather his 
perdition, his lack of understanding concerning to what perdi- 
tion means, in other words, the lack of meaning for his own life. 
The lack of hope of an atheist that falls on him like a “nihil” is the 
very lack of authenticity with his life and his world. However the 
problem is not whether you are or you are not an atheist but rath- 
er the lack of acknowledgement of your own ignorance as a falli- 
ble and finite human being before the infinite. The problem is not 
to doubt the existence of God or to rebel against the supernatural. 
The truth is that we can lose ourselves in our nonbelief and in the 
lack of meaning to our lives. So, the paths that this situation can 
take us to generate a catastrophe that is both social and personal. 
How to help others if we don’t help ourselves? 


I may come across as a lunatic in a postmodern world for be- 
lieving in the existence of God and his son Jesus. However I don’t 
thinkI am, since I’ve put myself against them in several occasions 
until I came to realize my ignorance and unbelief. I can’t and I 
shouldn’t deny his existence and his son’s, otherwise what would 
be my reason to live without faith? To you who are an atheist, I say 
that I myself used to be one, radically speaking. However it took 
me a while to find and understand the contrast between theism 
and atheism. I didn’t even realize that the atheist, the one who 
has no faith, is a servant of the faith itself, in the same way that 
the Theory of Evolution is a servant of the intelligence of God. It 
is a proper tool that doesn’t take us away from science but rather 
it draws us close to it and to God. 


We criticize the faith of a fundamentalist and we forget that 
the atheist is a fundamentalist to its extreme. Without dancing 
around the subject, since it’s a very controversial topic, I take a 
stand here in defense of the Christian faith. I encourage you, 
reader, not to despise your life experiences, your pains, your fears 
and especially your prejudices, because these are victims of a 
standardization of thought, which is sometimes depressive and 
sick. Time is the best ally of your life! Believe it! 
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CHAPTER 17 


CAREFUL NOT TO LOSE 
YOURSELF 


It is necessary to find what was lost within us, because it seems 
like we have everything and at the same time we don’t have any- 
thing. Iam sure that many scientists haven’t found it. I believe that 
science has created multiple “universal” facets out of reality. In fact 
this is what science is meant for, however the search for a single 
truth is too liquid, it lacks a solid fundament. There doesn’t seem 
to be any scientific progress, because we are “blind” and lost in a 
capitalist competitive world. It’s an endless cyclical movement, 
which makes us sick and at the same time it suffocates us, taking 
away our true peace and happiness that life has the full potential 
to give us. It is the very beauty that has been dilacerated, masked, 
raped, it’s the death of art. We find ourselves before the nihil, the 
sadness and the frustration, because we ourselves killed it with our 
ambitious search for an imaginary end. We ourselves have created 
it and we are being influenced and pushed all the time. 
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We are in the Century XXI and we are still lost, we don’t know 
where we are going. We won’t have an authentic revolution un- 
less we become aware of our real situation and understand that 
we are fruit of a past that turned into a present. Many good life 
models are not with us on Earth anymore. They are already on 
the other side waiting for us and they passed us the baton so we 
can carry on. This way we will keep the hope that life can be bet- 
ter regardless of the cruel world that surrounds us. We can keep 
our purity without ever giving up on our journey and our dreams 
here on Earth. Some of those people who are gone already left us 
the lesson that life is a constant search for the dilacerated Uno. 
Even they couldn't find the missing piece for the puzzle; however, 
they believed in life and used it for a “greater good”. They creat- 
ed and recreated the means for their own well-being and for the 
universe. 


Therefore we need a lot of courage to face the real world in or- 
der to transform it, that’s why we can’t give up on considering the 
idea of an ideal world and a better world. The strong winds from 
the depths that oppress us are the necessary tool for us to create a 
bridge and for us to stand up. Then we will acclaim the stupidity 
of those who are little and mediocre, the ones who want but can’t 
kill the beauty of LIFE. 


Aristotle used to say the virtue is the ability to act with the 
maximum reason and excellence, all of this aiming the ultimate 
purpose which is HAPPINESS. Yes! Alright! Nicely said. Happiness 
in the sense of autarchy. Uhhhh great! But how about the addic- 
tions? What can we do about them? How can we eliminate the 
addictions from our lives? IMPOSSIBLE! As much as we would like 
to be “puritans” and act virtuously, it seems like we are surround- 
ed by addictive habits and attitudes all the time. They alienate 
us and we are not even aware. Addictions are a constant part of 
our lives and it wouldn't be enough to mention here examples of 
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postmodern addictions, I do believe you would recognize them. 
Master Riobaldo used to say that life, addictions and virtues get 
mixed up — it is “the devil on the street, in the middle of the tur- 
moil”. 


Indeed it is very hard to define the spirit of our time (as Hegel 
“Zeitgeist” used to say), since it is completely dominated by tech- 
nologies and human beings are becoming more and more like a 
market product, an object that can be used and discarded at any 
moment. Everything is fast, we run and we don’t know where 
we are running to because we lack a true guide. However when it 
comes to virtues and addictions, they both walk side by side in my 
point of view, they rely on each other. I confess that I myself am 
addicted to books, to exercises and to so many other things that at 
first seem good. The problem is not the addictions themselves but 
the excesses. If we don’t watch our addictions and end up getting 
carried away, before we know, we may get pushed by something 
that was supposedly good but ended up becoming harmful. 


I believe that virtue is a very noble thing because it is very beau- 
tiful to see someone acting virtuously. However the addictions 
are part of our lives and the problem are not them themselves but 
the excesses. We have to learn to deal with them and we should 
try to act moderately because by acting rationally we can take 
control of our lives. Let’s watch our addiction as well as our vir- 
tues — because they will both take us to an end. This end should be 
the actual good, which we seek in one another and we don’t un- 
derstand that it lies within us. We can’t act rationally unless we 
become aware of its real proportions, otherwise we will be guided 
or carried away by any passing wave in our lives. 
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CHAPTER 18 


THE IMPORTANCE OF RELIGION 


Religion is a word that originated from Latin, from the verb 
religare or religio, which means the capacity of an individual to 
search for a transcendental connection in order to find peace and 
meaning to his life. I don’t defend any specific religion but I do 
defend everybody’s right to follow their own according to their 
own fate. The single truth about religion is up to each one of us. A 
person is not submitted to a single truth established by dogmas 
and doctrines. However the importance of religion, under anoth- 
er perspective, is to teach men about obedience as well as the ca- 
pacity to their own moral behavior. 


In a way, religion is necessary, regardless of which one it is. 
In fact it is your personal transformation (what we believe and 
live) that will testify its veracity. A lot has been said and written 
about religion and still is, which means that we can choose the 
way to become free, in the sense of our existence. It is up to us to 
follow what we believe is genuine in our lives. It is up to us to de- 
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cide according to our own reason and pick the best way to follow. 
Though some disregard religion, we need a connection with it, 
just like the air that we breathe as a source of life. We always need 
whatever is beyond our reason, in order to live more cheerfully 
and strengthen our souls. 


Therefore we have several choices when it comes to our behav- 
ior and attitude before life, the moral values of our existence and 
the capacity to get the best out of us. hope that along our journey 
we will always contribute with the strength that comes from the 
faith of what we chose ourselves. So I highlight the importance of 
religion, regardless of which religion it is. WE ALL need to expe- 
rience something new in our lives which is often unexplainable, 
maybe it is your “own madness”. This is a life to which we our- 
selves give meaning. “Life is more”. 
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CHAPTER 19 


“SNAPPING” PHILOSOPHY 


No, it’s not self-help (nothing against it), it isn’t self-destruc- 
tion, it’s not meant to be literally interpreted either; full of meta- 
phors, ambiguous, polysemous and destructive. It’s you and me, 
it’s flesh, blood and bones; and a lot more bones than flesh, be- 
cause it’s not supposed to be eaten or gobbled, it’s supposed to be 
nibbled, - it is the chicken neck. It is for scholars, philosophers, 
non-philosophers; it’s for everyone and at the same time for no 
one. It is a coin as it has two sides, ambivalent, since it’s not be- 
yond evil and good, it’s liquid, it’s solid, because it’s got crying and 
blood, it’s solid, liquid and gas, because it’s a basement of enthusi- 
asm, it’s a lot and it’s nothing, it’s the matter and the form disem- 
bodied, it is my face being revealed, it’s my thesis, it’s my death, 
it’s my doctor’s, it’s “yes” to life, it’s for everyone and for no one. 


It’s the “Uno” that is lost and ripped apart, and at the same time, 
it’s the encounter with the universal uno, it’s for kings and queens, 
it’s not metaphysical, it’s not a puzzle, it’s the remaining piece of 
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the existence in motion - it’s an alarm clock for life, full of hid- 
den colors, and a “yes” to the philosophers who already died. It’s 
a compound of Aristotelian matter and form, it’s my complexity, 
it’s my schizophrenia, it’s my pre-concept, my desire to die and 
live, it’s my reality, it’s my life. It’s my envy, my ambition, for what 
ll never be able to become, it’s the mirror pointing to myself and 
telling me that I am a loser. It’s my philosophy, my self-interpreta- 
tion about everything I have seen, lived and felt in life. 


In this book, you will find the madness that I love, because I 
know that by losing it, I will die. It is maybe my feeling revealing 
my self-hatred, it is the unveiling of what I am not, it is the victo- 
ry pointing out and telling me that I am loser, the most success- 
ful one and the one revealing my destiny. It’s my moving, even 
knowing that life is stronger, it’s my fear of dreaming and believ- 
ing that it is the dream itself that gets me going, it’s my nihill, my 
delusion. In other words, here is also my hope, my belief in a lac- 
erated Uno, because it was lost and it still hasn’t been found. And 
this spirit is alive, hoping to reveal its real value. 


Finally, in this book you will meet with me and I, with you, we 
will talk, you will feel my tears, my laughter, my half-truths, you 
will find what Iam not, but you may as well find what you are. 
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CHAPTER 20 


DO YOU KNOW METATRON, THE 
ANGEL? 


This angel is in a special position within the esoteric doctrine. If 
you have the Jerusalem Bible which is the only one that I recom- 
mend, take an attentive look at the purely eschatological book of 
the prophet Daniel 12:1 “At that time Michael will arise - the great 
Prince [...]”. Meatron might be the angel Gabriel. I suggest read- 
ing from chapters 7 to 12 of the book of Daniel. You will realize 
that in the last days this angel will rise. According to John Calvin’s 
conception, this angel is compared to Christ himself. Therefore, 
Christ, being superior to the rest, is the head of the church and 
the protector. Following the Jewish conception, this angel is the 
Messiah who they have been waiting for, therefore, there will bea 
lot of suffering and many will look for knowledge everywhere. It 
will be a lost society that doesn’t know where to go. 


Therefore if you are right, then you are just and you will shine in 
the midst of the chaos. This angel will be of great importance for 
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the eschatological fulfillment because if Calvin did a comparison 
with Jesus Christ himself, I claim that this angel might as well 
be the very manifestation of the Messiah, who is awaited by the 
nations. This is one of the mysteries of God to which we should 
pay attention and put aside without obtaining knowledge about 
what is yet to come. 


This angel that the Kabbalah points out is mentioned in Exo- 
dus 23:21 about whom it is written: “... and obey what he says. Do 
not defy him ... for my name is in him”. I won't get too deep into 
such speculations, but I believe in angels as spiritual beings who 
are mingled with the human nature. Be careful when you offend 
your neighbor, because he may be an angel whose presence had 
better be respected. If God and the incarnated word made himself 
as one of us, let alone the material angels. 
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PART Il 


THE BRAZILIAN PENTECOSTAL 
SCENARIO, SOCIOLOGY OF THE 
NEW PENTECOSTALISM IN BRAZIL 


CHAPTER 1 


PENTECOSTAL OR NEO- 
PENTECOSTAL? 


It’s interesting to observe the message that was spread in the 
beginning of Pentecostalism in its classic sense. Today what we 
see in Brazil (specifically at Assembly of God churches) are the 
changes that are happening through the Pentecostal messages 
which speak about triumphalism as well as the prosperity theolo- 
gy. Therefore there isn’t a distinction between both of them, since 
that neo-pentecostal ideology (Universal Church of the Kingdom 
of God, 1977 among others) with its message that is typical of the 
rising capitalism aims only the financial prosperity. What used 
to be valued by the classical message, like for example the issue 
of Christian suffering is no longer a priority but rather the believ- 
er’s financial prosperity. There is a contrast between the classical 
Pentecostal theology and the neo-pentecostal theology. The for- 
mer in its origin focused on the individual’s own suffering on his 
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journey towards salvation which means that it emphasized the 
eternal life in Heaven and today this hasn’t been valued anymore. 


This issue may be related to some questionings: what is the 
message that is spread by the classical Pentecostalism? What is 
indeed the classical Pentecostalism? On the other hand, what is 
Neo-Pentecostalism and what is its message? Which means are 
used in its propagation and in its triumphalist message? Such 
questionings intend to contribute to the comprehension of the 
pentecostal and neo-pentecostal context, with their diversities 
and divergences, if in fact we can see today any distinction at all 
between them. 


We can notice that what used to be rejected by the classical Pen- 
tecostalism has today been infiltrated in Neo-Pentecostalism and 
has influenced such churches, especially in the Assembly of God 
churches. We can understand that such changes have happened. 
In this sense we continue with its development through its origins 


TRIUMPHALISM: THE INFLUENCE OF NEO- 
PENTECOSTALISM IN THE CLASSIC BRAZILIAN 
PENTECOSTALISM 


I would like to deal with the issue around the message that is 
spread by the classic Pentecostalism in Brazil (specifically at the 
Assembly of God churches) and the changes that have been oc- 
curring through neo-pentecostal messages. Such messages are 
about triumphalism as well as the prosperity theology. This way, 
it is necessary to understand its origins to comprehend the types 
of influence that the classic Pentecostalism has been suffering 
since the origin of Neo-Pentecostalism. 


This Neo-Pentecostalism is typical of the Universal Church of 
the Kingdom of God (UCKG) in 1977 among others and the trium- 
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phalism message that is typical of the rising capitalism. Such ide- 
ology aims the financial prosperity in contrast to the classic pen- 
tecostal theology which at its origin focused on the individual’s 
suffering along his journey towards salvation, in other words, the 
eternal life in Heaven. These values haven’t been valued anymore 
through the messages that are spread by the rising Neo-Pente- 
costalism in Brazil in the 70’s. and its influence in the Brazilian 
Pentecostal Movement, since we know that at its origins, it is not 
constituted, which means, they don’t differ from each other, be- 
cause they both regard the prosperity theology. 


This issue may be related to some questionings: what is the 
message that is spread by the classical Pentecostalism? What is 
indeed the classic Pentecostalism? On the other hand, what is 
Neo-Pentecostalism and what is its message? Which means are 
used in its propagation and in its triumphalist message? Such 
questionings intend to contribute to the comprehension of the 
pentecostal and neo-pentecostal context, with their diversities 
and divergences, if in fact we can see today any distinction at all 
between them. 


While the classic Pentecostalism claimed that suffering is some- 
thing that must be accepted, according to the neo-pentecostal 
view, suffering is like a curse. The more money you give and the 
more you offer to God, the more God will bless and you'll never 
suffer anymore. We can notice that nowadays Neo-Pentecostal- 
ism has been infiltrated and has influenced such churches, espe- 
cially at the Assembly of God churches. In this sense we continue 
with its development through its origins. 
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1.1 PRE-PENTECOSTALISM 


In the second century of the Christian Era, Montano brought 
the idea of returning to the charismatic movement. A long time 
before the appearance of the Pentecostal doctrine, Christians had 
already abandoned some kinds of charismas such as “speaking in 
tongues”, “divine revelation”, “signs”, “healing”. Such experienc- 
es at their origins weren't exclusive of the Pentecostals; other re- 
ligions went through some manifestations like ecstasy and the 
other mystical acts that dated back that time. There were even 
cases of demonic possession in this context through the practice 


of a religion called Shamanism. 


However Pentecostalism, a doctrine that emphasizes the glos- 
solalia and the baptism with the Holy Spirit, is based on the book 
of Acts of the Apostles chapter 2: a fulfillment of a Joel’s prophe- 
cy that was related to the day of Pentecost. Glossolalia is a phe- 
nomenon that is recognized in other religious groups outside 
Christianity and we can’t deny the influence of mysticism and 
pietism on Judaism and Christianity. “The main characteristic of 
these movements is the repulsion to the rules and doctrines of 
the church, because they understand that it is the Holy Spirit who 
reveals everything that is necessary for the Christian life.” This 
way the hegemony is present in the Pentecostal environment. 
Even with its influence in the Pentecostal doctrine, Montano was 
qualified by Jer6nimo as the preacher with a “filthy spirit”, losing 
part of his influence in Christianity. 


Sociologically, Christianity was characterized for defining its 
origins around Jesus’ doctrines. Protestantism was connected to 
the same founding fact through the Bible. As for Pentecostalism, 
a radical change is operated concerning the founding fact. The 
event of Pentecost takes a fundamental place and the doctrines 
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around Jesus are consigned. The contemporary Pentecostalism 
represents a radical distance from the Christian religions. 


Philip Jacob Spener is remarkable in the pietistic movement 
which is a doctrine that protested against the church seculariza- 
tion. Along this path the movement has been very influential in 
the pentecostal movement, due to the extreme use of such “gnos- 
tic strategies” and for the experience. 


John Wesley, founder of Methodism in the United States had a 
great contribution for the triggering of Pentecostalism. The pen- 
tecostal nature and its mysticism were always present in the his- 
tory of humankind. In the 70’s Pastor Edir Macedo de procedéncia 
, taking into consideration mainly his doctrine of Triumphalism, 
which means that if the believer is suffering, it is because he 
sinned and is not giving the tithe at church. According to this the- 
ology, God distributes his largest blessings based on the largest 
offerings. It’s not because you are not giving the tithe that you’re 
under a curse. I would say that this is a mix of prosperity theology 
(money) with theology of fear of hell and fear of being cursed. 


God is interested in the well-being of every human being who 
fears him. As Aristotle said, “telos” in Greek means “end”, which is 
the “eudaimonia” a Greek word that translates as the happiness of 
each individual. In the “praxis” of this happiness, the true church 
of the universal God wants the prosperity for all and shared by all. 
He knows that money is only the means and not the ultimate end 
for a prosperous man, in other words, happiness itself. 
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CHAPTER 2 


THE NORTH AMERICAN 
PENTECOSTAL MOVEMENT AND 
ITS INFLUENCES ON BRAZILIAN 

PENTECOSTALISM 


According to Leonildo Campo (2005), the Pentecostal move- 
ment, at the intent of offering sanctification to the people who 
were traumatized by the civil war, claims that the religious path 
is the most suitable for people’s safety. “This way the Christian 
religion became practical, applied to the everyday-life problems, 
to which they tried to present spiritual solutions. The Pentecos- 
talism might have inherited these and other American cultural 
features”. (CAMPOS, 2005, p. 106) It was in this urban and indus- 
trial context that the so called Holiness Movement took place. 
The events in pursuit of holiness which were introduced by Al- 
fred Cookman were proposed in order to “receive the baptism in 
the Holy Spirit”. “This situation, especially inside the Methodist 
Church, caused a number of conflicts which started to be solved 
in 1885, when the autonomous churches started to appear. They 
adopted the name of “Holiness churches” (CAMPOS, 2005, p. 106). 
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As some churches started to appear in this context and with 
the models which were implanted by William Seymour on Azuza 
Street in 1905, the Pentecostal movement started to become pop- 
ular. Two places and main characters of the Pentecostal move- 
ment at its origin were “Charles Fox Parham and William Joseph 
Seymour, 1901 and 1906; Topeka (Kansas) and Los Angeles (Cali- 
fornia)” (CAMPOS, 2005, p. 104). Parham was, to some extent, ac- 
cused of homosexuality, racism and for defending other types of 
doctrines. Seymour, son of slaves, due to the Azuza Street Move- 
ment, became a celebrity. According to Campos (2005, p. 108), 
Parham was one of the great influences because he was one of 
the first people to have experiences with ecstasy and with speak- 
ing in strange tongues along with the baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
Such mystic experience has been identified by them as the same 
one that Jesus’ apostles experienced on the day of Pentecost. 


In 1901, for being the very founder and director of Bethel Bible 
College in Topeka (Kansas), his ideas were published on a news- 
paper known as: The Apostolic Faith. He strongly encouraged 
his students to pursue the “baptism with the Holy Spirit” and 
the “speaking in tongues”. Confirming Parham’s thesis, Agnes N. 
Ozman Laberge (1870-1937) had manifestations of ecstasy and 
spoke in “strange tongues” in 1905, when Parham, in the city of 
Houston (Texas), started his biblical school. One of his students, 
William Seymour, for being black, attended his classes from out- 
side due to Parham’s prohibition. 


On April, 18th in 1906, the newspaper Los Angeles Times pub- 
lished an article that started by stating that its reporters were 
before a “supernatural Babel of languages” and a “new sect of 
fanatics” formed at its majority by black people and poor im- 
migrants who were led by a black preacher, William Seymour 


(CAMPOS, 2005, p. 110). 
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Given this scenario of an emotional outburst, such movement 
started to impact the world within less than a century. Probably 
around four years after this event, the Pentecostal Movement 
would arrive in Brazil through Italian and Sweden immigrants. 
Between 1902 and 1903 William Seymour joined the Holiness 
Movement and attended a church in Houston led by a woman. 
“Within the circle of William Durham’s followers who in 1907 or- 
ganized the North Avenue Mission, came Louis Francescon, Dan- 
iel Berger and Gunnar Vingren, who started the spread of Pente- 
costalism in Brazil” (CAMPOS, 2005, p. 112). 


The intense pursue of an experience with the Holy Spirit was 
constant on Azuza Street. According to Leonildo Campos (2005), 
the Pentecostals were the holy people in the world but they were 
not part of this world. With the coming of Pentecostalism in 
Brazil in 1910-1911, the Pentecostal movement was split into 
several denominations, starting by Christian Congregation and 
followed by the Assemblies of God. This division generated a 
movement called autonomous movement, due to the demergers 
between Methodists and people from Sao Paulo, which led to the 
foundation of the “Igreja do Avivamento Biblico” (Biblical Revival 
Church). Along the 50’s the Church of the Foursquare Gospel, the 
Pentecostal church “O Brazil para Cristo” (Brazil for Christ) and 
God is Love Pentecostal Church were founded. 
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CHAPTER 3 


THE PENTECOSTALISM IN 
BRAZIL 


In Brazil the Pentecostalism started to gain room in a pluralist 
context, given the several religions found here. According to Car- 
taxo Rolim (1994), in Belém do Para, some nonconformists from 
a Baptist Church gave origin to the Assembly of God of Belém do 
Para. Cesar (199, p. 62) says that in a certain way the pentecostal 
faith sums up to the center of life marginality. Through Rubem 
Alves’ words we understand that “.. the transcendence is re- 
vealed in a concrete way both through moaning for freedom and 
also though fighting against everything that oppresses men”. The 
intention here it to show this experience that the poor have with 
the transcending realm. 


The rise of Pentecostalism (a movement that started in the 
US) in Brazil had at the beginning two main denominations: the 
Christian Congregation (1910) and the Assembly of God (1911). 
Regarding the Assembly of God churches, one of their main char- 
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acteristics is glossolalia: “speaking in tongues”. We notice that 
Pentecostalism proposes a new way for the Christians to live and 
see the world: the idea is to rebuild life in the power of the Spir- 
it, both in the ecclesiastic context and also in society. According 
to Cesar, part of the success that Pentecostalism reached is due 
to the antagonism with historical churches as well as the society 
where they are inserted. The Brazilian Pentecostalism appeared 
in the following way: 


Influenced by Pethrus, Berg also had a pentecostal experience. 
After meeting Vingren in the United States, both allied for the 
missionary ideal. When praying with a Swedish pentecostal 
prophet, he prophesied that they should go to a place called 
Para. Since they didn’t know where “Para” was located, they 
looked it up in an atlas at the local public library. (FRESTON, 
1993, p. 70) 


After leaving their home country due to a major economic cri- 
sis in Sweden, Daniel Berg and Gunnar Vingren departed within a 
context known as “fever in the United States”. Facing a situation 
that was relatively back to normal, in 1902, Daniel Berg arrived in 
the city of Chicago. They met in a Swedish church. In aconference 
organized by the Swedish Baptist Church, Gunnar went through 
the baptism with the Holy Spirit and he spoke in tongues. This is 
how the pentecostal doctrine came up. Since he suffered several 
rejections, he took the commitment of being a pentecostal pastor 
and one of his sheep was “Adolf Ulldin”. Years later, Daniel went 
to visit Gunnar in South Bend and since then, through a prophecy 
received by his sheep, they researched the name “Para” and land- 
ed in Brazil. 


Due to the “pre-evangelization by the Roman Catholic Church 
(from 1549 to 1855), the pentecostal missionaries were ben- 
efited. With the coming of the Swedish missionaries in Brazil 
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in 1911, the church Assembly of God of Para was born: a poor 
church for poor people. After a 100-year-old history, it’s not the 
same anymore. “Big, powerful, rich, “the largest in the country”, 
now it wants to play its cards mainly in politics”. Facing another 
scenario, the Assembly of God churches, due to the progress and 
growth of Pentecostalism, are being __. 


According to Paul Freston (1993), the Brazilian Pentecostalism 
is divided into three waves: the first wave took place with the 
Christian Congregation (1910) and the Assembly of God (1911). 
In the second wave, between the 50’s and 60’s, the Church of the 
Foursquare Gospel was founded (1951) as well as Brazil for Christ 
(1955) and God is Love (1962). The third wave, toward the end 
of the 70’s and with power in the 80’s had as its main representa- 
tives the Universal Church of the Kingdom of God in 1977, andin 
1980, the International Church of God’s Grace. 


In this perspective, the next chapters in this book will approach 
each one of these waves which were defined by Paul Freston. 


3.1 FIRST PENTECOSTALISM WAVE 


When narrating about the three waves, Freston (1993) speaks 
about the need to show the versatility that there is to Pentecos- 
talism and its advancement in the past years and the need to un- 
derstand the traces and the period of each church in its historical 
context. “New groups can innovate with much more freedom. 
This way, the Assembly of God in the 80’s is not the same as the 
one from the 10’s, but when compared to the universal church, 
we notice many embarrassments throughout history”. (FRES- 
TON, 1993, p. 66) 


The two main denominations from the first wave which were 
defined by Paul Freston were the Christian Congregation (1910) 
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and the Assembly of God (1911). The Christian Congregation is the 
one that set a beginning to Pentecostalism in Brazil. It was founded 
by an Italian man called Louis Francescon. In 1907 he first got in 
touch with the pentecostal movement through William Durhan, 
who had received the baptism with the Holy Spirit in Los Angeles 
in 1906. Louis Francescon joined this group and through a spiritu- 
al revelation and accompanied by G. Lombardi and Lucia Menna, 
he headed for Argentina, arriving in Brazil in 1910. 


According to Romero (1996), this denomination in Brazil has 
its immutability regarding to its ecclesiastic government form. 
With its restrict form of functioning in the society, the Christian 
Congregation in Brazil has limited to its own world, which makes 
it hard to research about the church. The Assembly of God church, 
which also belongs to the first wave, was founded by two Swedish 
missionaries: Daniel Berg and Gunnar Vingren, who arrived in 
Brazil via USA. Through Adolf Ulldin, Vingren received a revela- 
tion through the Holy Spirit telling him to go toa city in the state 
of Para to spread the good news to a humble and poor people. In 
Brazil the first woman to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
was Celina de Albuquerque. The strong emphasis on speaking in 
strange tongues was what indeed distinguished the first wave. 


3.2 SECOND PENTECOSTALISM WAVE 


“The second wave in the 50’s started when the urbanization and 
the formation of a mass society enabled a pentecostal growth that 
disrupted the existing model limitations, especially in Sao Paulo”. 
(FESTON, 1993, p. 66) The main denominations from the second 
wave are: Church of the Foursquare Gospel, Brazil for Christ, God 
is Love Church, and New Life Church. The Church of the Four- 
square Gospel was the first church to appear in this movement. 
It started in Los Angeles and in Brazil it was specifically founded 
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in the 50’s by “Aimee Semple McPherson”. Later on appeared the 
church Brazil for Christ, which was founded in Sao Paulo, by Ma- 
noel de Melo also in the 50’s. Manoel de Melo went through many 
persecutions, some lawsuits were filed against the founder, ac- 
cusing him of charlatanism and quackery. 


God is Love Church was founded by the missionary David Mi- 
randain 1962. He himself affirms that God spoke to his heart after 
he had been praying on his knees for three hours. This denomina- 
tion has been very radical about dealing with its members about 
customs and traditions. New Life Church was founded by Bishop 
Robert McAlister and was the main influence over Neo-Pentecos- 
talism in Brazil. According to Romeiro (2005), this is the church 
from which appeared the main neo-pentecostal leaders such as: 
Bishop Edir Macedo from the Universal Church of the Kingdom of 
God, R. R. Soares from the International Grace of God Church and 
Miguel Angelo, founder of the Christ Lives Church. 


3.3 THIRD PENTECOSTALISM WAVE 


Denominated by Paul Freston as third Pentecostalism wave, 
this movement has drawn lots of attention in the past years due 
to its growth specifically in the Universal Church of the Kingdom 
of God. The third wave started after the authoritarian moderniza- 
tion in the country, especially in the communication field, when 
the urbanization rate reached already two thirds of the popula- 
tion. The economic miracle was over and the “lost decade” of the 
80’s took off. 


The wave started and became solid in Rio de Janeiro in a period 
of economic decline with its violence, game mafia and populist 
policies”. (FRESTON, 1993, p. 66) Ina globalized, postmodern and 
pluralist society which is in constant transformation changes 
will naturally take place, whether these changes are in the po- 
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litical context or the religious context. Leonildo Campos (1998) 
affirms that Pentecostalism started to transform into Neo-Pente- 
costalism. As a result of a typically Brazilian culture, Neo-Pente- 
costalism is, as Gedeon Alencar (2005, p. 35) would say, “the most 
Brazilian-like protestant form ever professed”. 


That’s why such people started to search for an interior spiri- 
tuality, leaving aside the mediations that were offered by the 
traditional religious institutions, turning the process of return 
to the sacred into a difficult task (...). (CAMPOS, 1998, p.?) 


The Neo-Pentecostalism, for being a pentecostal branch, ap- 
peared in Brazil around the 70’s and it was founded by Brazilians. 
This movement, with an emphasis on the prosperity theology 
that came from the USA, has the main purpose of affirming the 
search for results by Christians. These results have to do with 
becoming wealthy and always making progress regarding the 
material life and according to Silveira (2007, p. 18) “rejecting the 
traditional pentecostal customs and traditions”. The main de- 
nominations from the neo-pentecostal movement are: the Uni- 
versal Church of the Kingdom of God, the International Church 
of God’s Grace, “Comunidade Evangélica Sara Nossa Terra” (Evan- 
gelical Community Heal our Land) and Reborn in Christ Church, 
out of which, the Universal Church of the Kingdom of God is the 
one that is growing the most. 


According to Silveira (2007), the Neo-Pentecostals came up in 
a Christian non-Catholic context. The pentecostal movement 
didn’t have theological connections with the neo-pentecostal 
movement. Over time, the pentecostal believers, influenced by 
the appearance of new believers (the neo-pentecostal ones), start- 
ed to be called evangelicals as well. This differed them from the 
neo-pentecostal group but brought them close to the traditional- 
ists again. (SILVEIRA, 2007, p. 18) 
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CHAPTER 4 


NEOPENTECOSTALISM 


When covering the topic of the neo-pentecostal movement, 
Mariano (2005) states that New Life Church, founded by Rob- 
ert McAlister in the 60’s, originated the Universal Church of the 
Kingdom of God (UCKG). “Even though it is recent among us, the 
term neo-pentecostal was first coined in the USA many year ago.” 
(MARIANO, 2005, p.33) Nevertheless, the Universal Church has 
been the center of attention. 


In contrast to the classical Pentecostalism that emphasizes the 
heavenly salvation and constantly admonishes the believer to 
stand firm in the faith in face of the coming final judgment, the 
primordial concern that is demonstrated in the neo-pentecos- 
tal message is about this life and this world. What matters is 
here and now. And for this matter, there’s nothing better than 
having Christ in one’s heart, an infallible way to reach victory 
over the devil and obtain divine retribution now and always. 
(MARIANO, 2005, p. 44) 
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The neo-pentecostal messages are basically defined by the com- 
bat against the devil and the prosperity theology which states 
that this world is a place of blessings that should be reached. In 
order to adjust to society, these denominations show that they 
are less sectarian and very different from the churches that pre- 
ceded them. The neo-pentecostal believers are interested in living 
this life well. There are many investments, especially in media. 
According to Mariano (2005, p. 47), Neo-Pentecostalism has had 
a strong influence on classic Pentecostalism and the distinction 
between these movements have become increasingly inacces- 
sible. The influence of this capitalist movement (Max Weber) in 
classic Pentecostalism has become more and more intense. The 
magazine Ultimatum (2011) published an interview with the re- 
searcher Paul Romero who said: 


Although the Assembly of God is officially against the prosper- 
ity theology, it cannot completely stop the influence of this doc- 
trinal aspect at its wake. Since it is very large and due to the great 
diffusion of the prosperity theology in the evangelical media, it 
is difficult to filter all that is said on church pulpits and publica- 
tions. There are already some Assembly of God preachers who are 
constantly using television jargon typical of the prosperity the- 
ology, such as “I prophesy,” “I declare,” “I determine” “I decree”, “I 
am a prophet of God for your life” etc. Many of these sermons are 
motivational or self-help messages. As I have already explained, 
it’s all about the super valorization of “the” denomination in all 
spheres of its activities. 


The Assembly of God churches have been more accessible to 
new ways of living and they have specific ways to spread the gos- 
pel as will be shown in the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER 5 


THE NEO-PENTECOSTAL 
MESSAGE 


When covering the topic of the neo-pentecostal movement, 
Mariano (2005) states that New Life Church, founded by Rob- 
ert McAlister in the 60’s, originated the two main neo-pentecos- 
tal churches: Universal Church of the Kingdom of God (UCKG), 
founded by Bishop Edir Macedo and the International Church of 
God’s Grace by R. R. Soares. 


In Brazil Neo-Pentecostalism is growing very fast by using sev- 
eral methods for its expansion. The most common medias are: 
preaching on the TV, preaching on the radio among other per- 
tinent literatures. With its appearance in Rio de Janeiro in 1977 
through Bishop Edir Macedo, the Universal Church of the King- 
dom of God has been growing at full speed, not only in the local 
context but also all over Brazil and even abroad. “Even though it 
is recent among us, the term neo-pentecostal was first coined in 
the USA many year ago.” (MARIANO, 2005, p. 33) The neo-pente- 
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costal movement is filled with triumphalism messages, so that 
its influence has scattered through the classical Pentecostalism, 
especially in Assembly of God churches. 


In contrast to the classical Pentecostalism that emphasizes the 
heavenly salvation and constantly admonishes the believer to 
stand firm in the faith in face of the coming final judgment, the 
primordial concern that is demonstrated in the neo-pentecos- 
tal message is about this life and this world. What matters is 
here and now. And for this matter, there’s nothing better than 
having Christ in one’s heart, an infallible way to reach victory 
over the devil and obtain divine retribution now and always. 
(MARIANO, 2005, p. 44) 


The neo-pentecostal messages are basically defined by the com- 
bat against the devil and the prosperity theology which states 
that this world is a place of blessings that should be reached. 
Messages of triumphalism are also part of this context and they 
say that Christians should declare their victory in life and then 
it will come afterwards. This way, the Christian’s lack of faith is 
blamed in case he doesn’t receive the victory. In order to adjust to 
the society, these denominations show that they are less sectari- 
an and very different from the churches that preceded them. The 
neo-pentecostal believers are interested in living this life, which 
means that here and now is what matters to them. 


In this sense, Mariano (2005, p. 47) affirms that Neo-Pentecos- 
talism has been playing an influential role in classical Pentecos- 
talism and the distinction between these movements has become 
more and more inaccessible. However the influence of the “neo” 
in Pentecostalism has been more and more intense. This im- 
mense growth has become a strong way to influence the Brazilian 
society with some remarkable characteristics. According to Men- 
donca (1992, p. 51), some of main characteristics of the neo-pen- 
tecostal movement are: 
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1- Business characteristics of services or good supply of reli- 
gion by pecuniary reward, with modern management systems 
and “marketing”. Some are already multinationals. 

2- Distance from the Bible, which is used occasionally with no 
hermeneutical and exegetical concern, nao estando afastado o 
uso magico. 

3- Inexistence of community. Their attenders are clients and 
the relationship “company and clients is based on 

4- Since there is no community of worship and praise, the “ser- 
vice” look like a gathering of people who are interest in the im- 
mediate achievement of sacred favors. 

5- Intense magic environment. The magicians “on duty” are 
working for a “magic company” that outlines general rules of 
practice but grants a certain degree of freedom to the charac- 


teristics of each one of them. 


There has been a strong growth of Neo-Pentecostalism through 
the various forms cited by Mendonca and the use of the media 
and several other means that are emerging with great results. The 
following topics are some ways to spread the Pentecostal message 
and its main emphases to announce his message and vision of 
“Kingdom of God”. 


5.1 UCKG MARKETING STRATEGIES 


In order to satisfy its consumers’ desires (blessings), the Univer- 
sal Church of the Kingdom of God uses its products to the mar- 
ket, as follows: “cures”, “prosperity” and “success”. The affirma- 
tion that a UCKG pastor made was quite remarkable: if you want 
to buy meat, you go to the butcher, medicine, to the pharmacy, 
blessings, healings and miracles, you go to the church.” (CAM- 
POS, 1997, p. 227) To meet the human needs, the marketing of 
the Universal Church has expanded its range to the other needs 
that people have and they use media such as: radio, television, 


magazines, newspapers and also a network of temples that now 
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exceeds two thousand and one hundred points of sale. The UCKG 
goal, according to Campos (1997), is that all the workers be like 
“sales promoters” to the “kingdom of God.” 


Macedo (1933, 75-79) sounds very clear when he states: “the 
give-to-receive law is not only a physical law, it is also a spiritual 
law” and not even God “escaped this law when he gave his own 
son (...)”, therefore, “giving the tithe is like becoming a candidate 
to receive endless blessings (...)” This is the price to be paid by the 
“candidates to the divine blessings.” (CAMPOS, 1997, p. 232) 


At the Universal Church the new believer has to do a “covenant 
with God” and contribute through his offerings, because only 
through this sacrifice will the believer draw divine attention. 
According to Campos, the Universal Church states that it is not 
mandatory for the member to give the tithe, however, in practice, 
giving the tithe is the biggest proof that someone has truly con- 
verted. Without the payment of the debt with God, the Christian 
will be subject to becoming unemployed, in other words, he is a 
candidate to misery. “God loves the person who gives cheerfully”, 
so the prayer of Saint Francis is very applicable and common: “it 
is in giving that we receive”. 


Expecting retributions from God, the believers are encouraged 
to hope that their contribution will be rewarded, believing they 
will receive blessings without measure from God. After being 
asked to offer everything they have in their pockets, these people 
are encouraged by the following words: “You will return home 
on foot, but you will know that God is pleased with your sacri- 
fice and he will reward you for it. “(CAMPOS, 1997, p. 233) Pro- 
posals like these are common in neo-pentecostal churches and it 
has become a major pursuit because the more you give, the more 
you will receive. Very common in neo-pentecostal movements, 
especially at the Universal Church of the Kingdom of God, the 
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marketing of faith has attracted many fans and this medium has 
influenced other pentecostal branches to follow such “entrepre- 
neurial” practices. 


5.2 POSITIVE CONFESSION 


Essek William Kenyon, born on April, 24th in 1867, started his 
ministry at the Methodist Church. Through his TV show that 
started in 1931, many of his sentences soon became popular 
among followers of the prosperity theology such as: “I possess 
what I confess”. 


To carry on, Kenneth Hagin has been the major carrier of the 
message that began with Kenyon. Born in Texas in 1917, Hagin 
was one of the prosperity theology mentors. Hagin went through 
serious diseases and was even given up as a hopeless case by 
doctors. He experienced an emotionally troubled childhood. “In 
response to these apparent associations with Kenyon, Hagin 
has asserted “that the Holy Spirit gave him the same words that 
were given to Kenyon without being aware about what was the 
source.” (HANEGRAAFF, 2004, p. 362) In his life and ministry he 
had some experiences and one of them was to “be brought down 
to hell.” After going several times through the same experience 
he accepted Christ as his savior. 


Faced with various mystical experiences, Kenneth Hagin has a 
ministry of great influence around the world. With the founda- 
tion of his Bible school and Bible Training Center Rhema he has 
trained thousands of students around the world. In order for the 
blessing to happen, the Christians must declare their victory. Pos- 
itive confession has been a common way among the Neo-Pente- 
costals of emphasizing their triumphalism message. They claim 
that Christians must declare victory and then it will naturally 
happen. 
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Kenyon was influenced by certain sects like Science of Mind, 
Unity School of Christianity, Fellowship of Christ’s Healing, 
Church of Devine Science, Christian Science and the New 
Thought Movement” which believed in the power of the mind 
and the denial of the existence of diseases, suffering, sins and 
sickness. (SILVEIRA, 2007, p. 24) 


The positive confession has found space in the Brazilian context 
as some churches are adhering to such teachings. Romero (1998) 
says that many pastors and evangelical leaders have advised their 
members to read the books that belonged to this movement. With 
his strong influence in the media, R. R. Soares from International 
Church of God’s Grace was responsible to a large extent for the 
publication of Kenneth Hagin’s books in Brazil. Benny Hinn’s book 
“Good Morning Holy Spirit” has been influential in the evangeli- 
cal environment. Valnice Milhomens Coelho, after a few years as 
a missionary in Mozambique, had her first contact with the posi- 
tive confession teachings at Rhema Bible School founded by Ken- 
neth Hagin. 


5.2.1 PROSPERITY THEOLOGY 


The prosperity theology has its origin in the United States in the 
50’s and 60’s probably by Essek William Kenyon (1867-1948). It 
is labeled by some of its critics with the following names: Health 
and Wealth Gospel, Faith Movement, Faith Prosperity Doctrines 
among others. Silveira, when approaching this theology, says 
that Christians should not be poor. 


Money is a sign of God’s blessings and, therefore, poverty is a 
sign of God’s displeasure. This concept has been turned into a per- 
sonal religion of peace and prosperity, roughly stated: love Jesus 
and Grow Rich”. (FOSTER, 2001 p. 21 apud SILVEIRA, 2007, p. 34) 
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The message conveys that a Christian must have a full health 
and abundant financial life, because this is synonym of happiness 
in this world. Formulated by Kenneth Hagin, prosperity theology 
says that if a Christian is going through some kind of problem, he 
must be going through some kind of curse. As Wrege (2001) says, 
numbers like 24 or 12 form the series of offering groups, which 
is a symbolic use in reference to the twelve apostles and twen- 
ty-four elders. 


In Brazil, around the 70’s, the neo-pentecostal movement arose. 
With strong emphasis on the prosperity theology and by using 
several medias, this movement has grown at a rapid scale. The 
message encourages people to live a prosperous life on earth with 
many material goods, good health, because all of this is the result 
of God’s blessing. As Mariano (2005, p. 8) stated: “(...) they start- 
ed to prioritize life here and now, instead of emphasizing, as our 
brethren in faith used to insist, the abrupt apocalyptic end of this 
world, which would be promptly followed by the bliss of the cho- 
sen ones in the heavenly paradise. Traditional pentecostal hymns 
(with their messages that promote self-denial and the pursuit 
of happiness after death, exalting suffering and condemning 
the pleasures of this world) were replaced by songs that encour- 
age the pursuit of material possessions and earthly happiness.” 
(ROMERO, 2005 p. 130) 


This theology does not claim that the Christians must only be 
successful in the financial area but also have full health. With 
the rise of the prosperity theology in Brazil around the 70’s, some 
churches that adhered to this theology also appeared, among 
which I point out the main ones: Universal Church of the King- 
dom of God and the International Church of God’s Grace. Both 
embrace this theology because for them God has a plan to make 
men happy, healthy and prosperous. 
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“We are children of God, we were created for success and vic- 
tory (...) We have to make a firm decision to live every day in vic- 
tory, not allowing circumstances, problems and demons control 
our fate, (...) because we are in Jesus Christ, we were destined to 
be winners here in this life, not in heaven, in the millennium or at 
the rapture. Many are asking for the rapture not because they love 
Jesus, but because they live in defeat, in disappointment, that’s 
why they want to go to heaven (...) Why do many Christians not 
live in victory? Because they are unaware of what belongs to us 
in Jesus Christ (...) God sees you prosperous, healthy, victorious. 
This is the image that God wants you to have. “ 


With the growth of Neo-Pentecostalism in Brazil, the prosperity 
theology has gone through some adjustments. This doctrine has 
reinterpreted the teachings of the gospel and was of paramount 
importance in a context of rapid solutions in several areas of be- 
lievers in their search for a life of fortune and happiness. By faith, 
Christians can get everything they verbally declare in the name 
of Jesus. As stated by Mariano (2005, p. 15): “Perfect health, or 
cure of diseases, material prosperity, triumph over the devil, a life 
full of victory and happiness, these Christians’ “rights” that were 
announced in the Bible feature among the most often declared 
blessings for them”. 


5.3 WAR AGAINST THE DEVIL 


“For the “Universal Church of the Kingdom of God” and for the 
“International Church of God’s Grace”, the devil is vehemently ac- 
tive in all spheres of human life.” (WREGE, 2001, p. 59) Release 
campaigns are common in this context in order to practice exor- 
cism in people’s lives. The Universal Church of the Kingdom of 
God (UCKG) differs slightly from the International Kingdom of 
God when it comes to the conception on the origins of the dis- 
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eases. The first states the need to seek medical care, which differs 
from the second that says that there’s no need to seek drugs. 


The use of objects as a symbol of faith and healing is very com- 
mon in neo-pentecostal churches. Each one has its specific pur- 
pose. According to Wrege (2001), the salt is used to free a person 
from vices, roses and the common rue’ is used to keep envy away 
and the evil eye, the ring announces the union between two peo- 
ple and so many other means and symbols are used to awaken 
people’s faith. One of the most prominent neo-pentecostal prom- 
ises is the power that Christians have to defeat Satan and his de- 
mons. “We don’t harm these individuals. We cast the demonic 
spirits out of them. We are not the ones who don’t accept Umban- 
da or Candomble followers, but the Bible.” 


Since the 80’s the famous “holy war” was triggered by the Uni- 
versal Church. This “holy war” specifically attacked the Afri- 
can-Brazilian rituals. This dualism of God versus the devil that is 
typical of the classical Pentecostalism became exacerbated in the 
pentecostal movement, it is actually one of its main features. The 
Universal Church of the Kingdom of God is the protagonist in the 
holy war and its great emphasis is on the fight against the dev- 
il. Bishop Macedo, to relieve his anger, has proposed the so-called 
“holy war.” 


With its warrior pedagogy, UCKG searches ways to stress the be- 
lievers’ liability on sacral solutions and at the same time, engage 
them at a growing rate and a growing strength into a relentless 
fight against the spirits of darkness. (MARIANO, 2005, p. 122) 


Christians must take an offensive role against the devil and al- 
ways conquer its territory and win people to Jesus. With all its 


1 Translator’s note: the common rue is a species of Ruta grown as an orna- 
mental plant and as an herb. 
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rites and practices, such as exorcism, is how the growth of the 
Universal Church of the Kingdom of God takes place. 


In practice, the ritual of releasing possessed people occurs in 
almost all UCKG services. The release takes place during the 
prayer for the believers to receive graces and to be freed from 
evil. While the faithful, with eyes closed and standing, pray 
after the Pastor’s prayer, the workers walk around the temple, 
praying and staring at each person in search of hidden demons. 
(MARIANO, 2005, p. 130) 


Such practices are very common in Neo-Pentecostalism specif- 
ically at the Universal Church of the Kingdom of God, therefore 
this is part of their numerical growth over the years, not only in 
Brazil but also around the world. 


THE INFLUENCE OF THE NEO-PENTECOTAL MES- 
SAGE IN CLASSIC PENTECOSTALIMSO 


The pentecostal message has its origin in the United States, and 
there are some major influential characters towards a different 
gospel, which include: Essek William Kenyon, Kenneth Hagin, 
Kenneth Copeland, Benny Hinn, Frederick K. C. Price, John Avan- 
zini, Robert Tilton, Marilyn Hickey Charles Capes, Jerry Savelle, 
Morris Cerullo, Paul Crouch, among others. Among these, the 
most influential one in classical Pentecostalism has been Morris 
Cerullo who says that when he was 8 years old he met God. When 
he was about to commit an act of suicide, God intervened in his 
life with words of comfort and safety. “At the age of 14, after be- 
ing instructed by the “most outstanding rabbis” in a city of the 
State of New Jersey, Cerullo was taken from the Jewish orphan- 
age “by two angelic beings to a refuge that had been prepared for 
him.” (Hanegraaff, 2004, p. 389) 
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Being an announcer of a different gospel, Cerullo has had its in- 
fluence in Brazil. “In a quite proportional way, Cerullo recogniz- 
es that” the true test of a prophet is “what he says will happen.” 
(Hanegraaff, 2004, p 390) When commissioned to do the work of 
God, Cerullo comes up with the following words: “Deliver to me 
your wallets, says God, and let me be the Lord of your money ... 
Yes, obey my voice.” (Hanegraaff, 2004, p. 390) 


Around 1975, some years before the beginning of the Univer- 
sal Church of the Kingdom of God (UCKG), Pastor Francisco As- 
sis Gomes from the General Convention of the Assemblies of God 
claimed that it was necessary to be careful about certain pente- 
costal groups, because of their doctrines. In 2011 the Brazilian 
magazine Ultimato interviewed the researcher Paul Romero who 
wrote this publication as follows: 


Although the Assembly of God is officially against the prosperi- 
ty theology, it can’t stop completely the influence of this doctrinal 
aspect at its wake. Due to its very large size and the great diffusion 
of the prosperity theology in the evangelical media, it is difficult 
to filter everything that people say at their church pulpits and 
their publications. There are already Assembly of God preachers 
who are constantly using television jargons typical of the pros- 
perity theology, such as “I prophesy,” “I declare”, “I determine”, “I 
decree”, “I am a prophet of God for your life” etc. Many of their 
sermons are motivational or self-help messages. As I have already 
explained, the gigantism of the denomination in all spheres of 
their activities. 


The Assembly of God churches have been more open to new 
ways of living and different ways of spreading the gospel, as will 
be shown in the following chapter. The Neo-Pentecostal believ- 
ers have attracted the attention of many. The UCKG with Macedo, 
the International Church of God’s Grace with R. R Soares, also the 
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World Church of God’s power with Bishop Valdemiro Santiago 
have been of great influence in the media and the competition 
has been great among them. Undoubtedly, the media takes the 
gospel to many homes and other nations. The message must be 
proclaimed in time and out of time, because people need to hear 
the truth of the gospel. The theology of positive confession has 
influenced Assembly of God churches, which used to prioritize 
the principles of the Word. Today’s values do not match the old 
ones. 


Churches that don’t belong to the movement cloned their litur- 
gical practices of proselytism and financial revenues. This is the 
case of several Assembly of God churches and some traditional 
groups that are regarded to be carrying out the “release service”, 
the “entrepreneurs’ service” and the “prosperity service” which 
are practices that would have never been considered before. 
(ROMERO, 2005, p. 128) 


Because of all this pentecostal emphasis, classic Pentecostalism 
specifically in the Assemblies of God has been influenced with 
triumphalism messages and it is even difficult to distinguish 
these two movements. The pentecostal message aims to empha- 
size only the material goods that people can receive by offering 
at the house of the Lord. Many people enter this movement, due 
to its strong influence in today’s society both in television media 
as well as in other medias since they provide a message that can 
solve all problems just like magic in people’s lives. In this scenario 
suffering is seen as if it didn’t belong to this realm because vic- 
tory in perfect health and bank accounts filled with money are 
the result of a right relationship with God. The opposite scenario 
means “evil demons”, a life of sin and even lack of faith. Some me- 
dias are very useful for the spread of the pentecostal message and 
some of them apparently have had great results due to its growth. 
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CHAPTER 6 


LITERARY MESSAGE 


In the field of literature “Kenneth Hagin and his son Kenneth 
Hagin Junior have produced about 150 books to promote the 
prosperity theology”. (ROMERO, 2005, p. 91). The literature was 
and has been until now a strong way of transmitting the written 
message. Neo-Pentecostalism is growing at full strength and the 
literary message has been one of the ways that is used to promote 
such an influence in society, through published books, newspa- 
pers, magazines etc. 


“The main publication from UCKG is the “Folha Universal”, 
a weekly sixteen-page newspaper that is divided in two sec- 
tions and has a circulation of nearly 1.5 million copies.” (Folha 
Universal, August 10-16, 2003 apud ROMERO, 2005 p. 51) The 
growth of this movement has been tremendous in the past two 
decades by using all means to announce their message. In a way 
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the Neo-Pentecostal Christians have subsisted and this growth 
becomes visible more and more within society. An article from 
Folha Universal says the following: 


The person who is in despair and going through a critical situa- 
tion in life, whether economic, emotional or physical, has to reb- 
el. To bea winner, the first thing that needs to be inside you is this 
sense of rebellion revolt. If you do not rebel against this situation 
in which you find yourself, you will never get out of it. You cannot 
accept the fact of believing in a great and powerful living God and 
take a little and miserable life (...). (ROMERO, 2005, p. 105 cited 
Universal Leaf, May 30 to June 5, 1999, p. 12) 


To testify the influence of Neo-Pentecostalism in classic Pente- 
costalism with using literature, it is enough to mention the Fi- 
nancial Breakthrough Spiritual Warfare Bible by Morris Cerullo 
which Silas Malafaia published through his Gospel Central Pub- 
lishing House. Some quotes from triumphalist texts in the intro- 
duction of this Bible says: 


I prepared the Financial Breakthrough Spiritual Warfare Bible 
because two of the greatest needs of the body of Christ today is the 
permanent strategic spiritual and financial progress and prepa- 
ration to overcome Satan! God showed me some struggles, trials 
and difficulties that Christians face in the financial area. The vast 
majority of God’s people today fight to catch up on their finances 
or to escape from the bondage of debt. (CERULLO, 2000 p. ix. cited 
trad. Fernades and DESTEFAN) 


The Financial Breakthrough Spiritual Warfare Bible corre- 
sponds to a triumphalist message, emphasizing the prosperity 
theology which comes from the Neo-Pentecostalism. Another 
text found in this Bible says: 
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Christians have the mark of Jesus’ name and they will prosper 
amid adversity in the world. At the end times, God will pour out 
upon them their wealth and their blessings, as he did with the 
Israelites. Once again, the world will know that the Almighty 
is the only true and living God, when you see your anointing 
and his provision in his people’s lives. Beloved, this is the time 
when God is raising up from the end-time gospel lenders, up 
which he will pour out his blessings for the purpose of them 
finance the harvest of the last days! (...) (CERULLO, 2000 p.x cit- 
ed trad. Fernades and Destefani) 


God’s word texts that are used to emphasize triumphalism is in 
Deuteronomy 28:13 which reads as follows: 


Yahweh will put you at the head, not at the tail; you will always 
be on top and never underneath, if you listen to the command- 
ments of Yahweh your God, which I am laying down for you 
today, and then keep them and put them into practice. 


It is very common to hear in churches that Christians were not 
born to be underneath but to be on the top. The Dake Bible, pub- 
lished by the Publishing House of the Assemblies of God, has been 
rejected due to some of its heretical concepts. The President of 
CGADB (General Convention of the Assemblies God in Brazil) and 
also administrative president of CPAD is part of this context. Finis 
Jennings Dake is the author of this literature and somehow it has 
been influential in evangelical circles, specifically in the classic 
Pentecostalism typical of the Assemblies of God. In the preface of 
this Bible, according to the editors’ arguments, they feel honored 
by this publication, and that it has a pentecostal nature and it was 
built within the Assemblies of God in the United States. 


The Dake Bible has comments that assist its readers in preparing 
sermons and Bible studies. According to the CPAD editors, Pastor 
Antonio Gilberto had his first contact with the Dake Annotat- 


Gustavo PAuLa Dos SANTOS = 99 


ed Reference Bible in 1969, while studying in the United States. 
Elienai Cabral has used this tool for preparing their doctrinal ser- 
mons. For CPAD publishers, the Dake Bible has been a great tool 
for preparing sermons, Bible studies, for Sunday School teachers 
as well as believers in general. 
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CHAPTER 7 


TV MESSAGES 


The media has been one of the strongest ways to attract peo- 
ple to the churches. One of the most influential leaders in this 
context is the missionary R. R. Soares who has gained visibility 
through this means of communication in the neo-pentecostal 
context. Neo-Pentecostalism has been playing a major influen- 
tial role through the written media and the television media. “In 
2000 the UCKG sought to legalize the possession of its 21 televi- 
sion stations and about eighty radios that are now registered in 
the name of pastors, bishops, parliamentarians and executives 
that are connected.” (ROMERO, 2005, p. 52( 


In Brazil we see, for example, the Universal Church of the King- 
dom of God, founded by Bishop Macedo, where the emphasis on 
prosperity is fairly sharp. There are many leaders who have in- 
fluenced people through the TV and radio messages. Valnice 
Milhomens also has her weekly TV show on the channel Bandei- 
rantes on Saturday mornings. Below is a table that is related to 
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a research that investigates the strength of the pentecostal mes- 
sage in the media. The influence of the television media is very 
strong within the neo-Pentecostal movement, because people are 
daily hearing what is being said and to some extent they are being 


influenced by the messages. 


Channel Independent Affiliated Repeater Foundation Observations 
Broadcaster Broadcasters broadcasters Stations / Base Date 
Stations 
Observations 1282 Not written 1953 It's broadcast via 
satellite - Record 
Internacional 9 
Rede Familia 03 66 Exclusive channels 
(UCKG) Channel with 
religious shows 
Record News 24 101 167 2007 News channel. 
(UCKG) Secular. 
RIT - Rede Interna- 08 o1 170 1999 It's broadcast via 
cional de Televisao - satellite 
ICGG HotBird 8 
Rede Boas Novas 03 82 1993 It covers 100 cities, 
(Assembly of God) including a bit part of 
Amazon. 
Rede Gospel o1 03 1996 It's broadcast via satellite 
(Igreja Renascer) NSS 806 (Radio station 
with 52 stations) 
Rede Génesis de TV 08 09 175 1997 Cable TV (175); UHF 
(Sara Nossa Terra) and VHR 


In August 2009, Silas Malafaia, who is associated with the 
Assembly of God, released on his television program a volun- 
tary offering of R$ 900.00. In return, the giver received the 
Financial Breakthrough Spiritual Warfare Bible, as well as the 
promises of life changes and financial miracle. To help in the 
campaign, Malafaia counted on the help from the American 
Morris Cerullo, who justified the value of the contribution with 
numerology on the TV show Vitoria em Cristo on August, 8th 
2009. (REZENDE, 2010, p. 27) 
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Silas Malafaia on his TV program has used the North American 
pastor Morris Cerullo to announce a message which refers only 
to financial resources in order to spread the prosperity theology. 
This is the proposal: if people contribute and have faith, God will 
bless them mightily. In one of his programs Morris Cerullo used 
numerology arguments, as the following text shows: 


Why 9? Why are you asking for 9? I'll tell you why. Because this 
is the year 2009 and numbers are important to God. Last year 
was 2008, with number 8 we celebrated a new beginning, be- 
cause 8 means a new beginning. The greatest thing that God 
can do for you who is watching the program today, who is a 
minister or a pastor, is to give you the spirit of discernment, so 
that you can discern the times, so you can understand what’s 
going on. Nine means complete, nine means totally fulfilled. 
(CERULLO apud REZENDE, 2010, p.27) 


SOCIOLOGICAL CONTEXTUAL MESSAGE 


The success of the pentecostal movement is the result of our 
time, when people are seeking immediate answers to their prob- 
lems. Pastor Silas Malafaia’s website states the following: 


Join this club by giving a freewill offering in the amount of R$ 
1,000 (one thousand reals) to help us achieve this goal. Each 
time that, through our events and programs, we win a life for 
Christ, we’ll count the number on our website. And every time 
you win a soul for Jesus, you can also register it by clicking the 
link 1 million souls Club, on our website. As a way to thank you, 
we will send you the club certificate and four new books by Dr. 
Mike Murdock: 7 laws you must honor to have uncommon suc- 
cess, 7 hidden keys to favor, 7 decisions that will decide your 
success and 7 hidden ingredients in every miracle. 
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The objective of this research is not to say that God does not 
bless. He really can bless his servants, yes, with a brand new car, 
with a house, all according to his purpose. But one cannot disre- 
gard the genuine purpose of the gospel which is the power of God 
to change lives, to rescue sinners and make them holy to the hon- 
or and glory of the Lord Jesus. To bea Christian is to have your life 
transformed and not materialized. 


Jabez de Alencar, pastor at the Assembly of God of Bom Retiro 
in Sao Paulo, located on 560 Alfonso Pena Street, invited the 
Apostle Valdemiro Santiago from IMPD - World Church of God’s 
Power (part of the pentecostal movement) to minister in one of 
their services. There were many healings and testimonies from 
people who were healed all the time during the service. In a way, 
it is clear that the influence of Neo-Pentecostalism has infiltrated 
in Assembly of God churches. It is worth mentioning that Pastor 
Jabez de Alencar and former student at IBAD (Bible Institute of 
the Assemblies of God) practices his ministry along with Pastor 
Silas Malafaia. 


It’s almost impossible to distinct Neo-Pentecostalim from clas- 
sic Pentecostalism and this fact truly shows that the pentecostal 
movement is operating at full power in the Brazilian ecclesias- 
tical context and this may really influence the Brazilian church. 
In a survey on the website Vitoria em Cristo (Victory in Christ) 
we found a campaign promoted by AVEC (Association Victory in 
Christ) in which Pastor Silas Malafaia along with Pastor Morris 
Cerulo propose the following theme: faith, action and possession 
of the prophetic word. A brief comment on the campaign can be 
found at: http://www.vitoriaemcristo.org/_gutenweb/_site/hot- 
site/medida-extra/home.cfm. Part of it states the following: 
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According to Cerulo, the Lord has spoken to his heart to come 
to Brazil and prophesy to God’s people that in 2011 there will 
be the biggest financial break ever seen. It is the year of extra 
measure. “Giving is a voluntary act. He who believes in the 
word of God, obeys and practices, knowing that he is able to 
do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine (Eph. 3:20). 
I know blessed people because they are motivated by faith and 
believe in the power of the Lord,” said the Evangelist Morris 
Cerullo. Do you want to experience the extra measure of God 
in your life? Are you tired of living at rock bottom? Put your 
faith into practice and take possession of that prophetic word. 
Bid a R$911.00 seed and help keep this ministry that is run by 
Associacao Vitoria em Cristo, who works tirelessly to spread 
the gospel in the world. The Lord will reward you with insight, 
spiritual vision and financial multiplication. To thank you for 
your offer, we will send you the Prayer Bible, which is a product 
that is not for sale and was granted by Morris Cerullo, for you to 


discover amazing things about prayer. 


The prosperity theology has been the main target of today’s 
churches, but there are some resistance regarding this theology: 


In the books of Gondim, Pieratt and Romeiro and other evan- 
gelical articles that fight prosperity theology and point their 
“mistakes” and “heresies”, we can notice that the God that 
emerges from the traditional pentecostal and protestant bibli- 
cal interpretation has his share of responsibility in human suf- 
fering. According to them, he is even able to hurt his servants 
for the simple pleasure of proving their faith or obedience. In 
this sense the book of Job, written in preparation for the time of 
the Hebrew theodicy when “Yahweh and Satan also worked in 
close collaboration, is emblematic. (RUSSEL, 1991, p. 192) We 
see also that it is not a God who heals always and necessarily 
those who beg him such blessing, no matter how faithful and 
obedient they may be or have been. (MARIANO, 2005, p. 177) 
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Which is the path of the Brazilian church, specifically the As- 
semblies of God? How will the future of the Brazilian church be 
in the next 10, 20 years? Where will sufferers find consolation for 
their lives? Where will they find hope? In the next chapter, the ob- 
jective of the research will be to show that the suffering in Chris- 
tian life has a purpose and it will produce hope just as it used to 
be propagated by the Assembly of God churches. The truth is that 
for the classical Pentecostalism, the concept of genuine purpose 
of suffering in the Christian life has been strongly influenced by 
the neo-pentecostal movement. 
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CONCLUSION 


These writings are the result of numerous philosophical reflec- 
tions and concentrated study with sacrifice, with specific criteria 
from the author’s own authenticity and legitimacy. His inspira- 
tion is a profound manifestation of a being who wants to know 
what is his own ability and perhaps even beyond it. The effort 
is concretized in several results and many hours of study and a 
lot of research. It is a very well-paid price when what you do is 
unique and authentic. Of course, in the second text which refers 
to a sociological research, it was possible to have a new dimension 
of the religious context in Brazil, specifically in Pentecostalism. 


After the experience of studying in a seminary and after many 
slips and stumbles, I managed to put my feet on solid ground, 
gaining autonomy in my studies. This autonomy is not easy to 
obtain, the philosophy was essential for my growth not only ac- 
ademic-wise but also in spirituality and knowledge of who God 
is. By accepting the mysteries of his revelation during a difficult 
period in my post-seminar atheism, I had the very manifestation 
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of an unconscious faith. Going back to my studies due to God’s 
grace gave me time to obtain the result of a period of great studies 
in the various religious conceptions present in the world, philos- 
ophies with their academic scientific experiments as well as the 
reality that is very manipulated and even God himself is a prod- 
uct of buying and selling. 


Some may be sad when reading these pages filled with irony 
and criticism. Is not just for scholars but for you who have faith, 
whatever it is. Brazilis a blessed country, the word itself in its ori- 
gin means blessing. But it seems quite the opposite, doesn’t it? So 
much crime, corruption, lack of health, malice and envy are tak- 
ing over the world. For me the Brazilian culture has great poten- 
tial but leaves much to be desired in many ways. We all know that 
education is very poor, the crisis is strongly present in politics at 
the time I am writing this book. 
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